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Shewn to be ABsoLUTELY NECESSARY for Recovering the Sinking | 1 
Intereſts of RELIGION in general, and of the CHURCH 1 


} of ENGLAND in particular, 
AS ALSO, 


The moſt likely, or rather the ONLY Means propoſed, and 
earneſtly recommended, to procure, and firmly fix, ſuch | 


Reſidence. 


— — — 
* * 
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J am the good 5 bepherd, and know my & beep, and 


am known of mine. St. JOHN, x. 14. 
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Printed for the AUTHOR; 
And Sold by R. BaLDwin, at the Roſe in Pater-Noſter Row. 
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CO N TE WW TY 
Being a Brief VIEW of 


The Scorꝝ and Des1cn of the following W ORK. 


PHE Rev. Mr. Blackwell's Brief Scheme of Parechial Government, &c. c:m- 
mended and purſued by the Author, p. 1.—Extreds therefrom, p. 2 & ſeq.— 
Influence of good Parechial Gevernment en Families, p. 2, 3.—/irtucus and active 

Pariſh Officers ſhould be appointed, p. 3.— But great Diſcauragements and Difficulties 
throun in their Way, ibid. — The great Number of Ale-Hauſes one main Cauſe ef 
Diſorder in Pariſhes, p. 4.—Inflances of great Numbers of them ſuppreſſed for that 
Reaſon, p. 5.—Care of Patrons in appointing fit Incumbents, a very important and 
abſolutely neceſſary Conſideration, p. 6, 7.,—Caution of Queen Elizabeth in beſtewing 
Church-Preferments, p. 8.—Hardſhips of Archbiſhop Whitgiſt, in qppeſing undue 
Appointments, ibid. —Dr, Addiſon's Advice en that Head, ibid.—A Canon, in Point, 
p. 9, Note. —T he Emperer Theodoſius's Care in this Matter, p. 10, Notes.— 
Pertinent Extradis from a Letter by a late Prelate, p. ibid. 11.—Herrid Profiitutions 
and Simontacal Pradtices enumerated, p. 12, 13.—Anither remarkable Canon, te little 
regarded, p. 12, Notes. —Hooker's Sentiments on the Prefanations of Patrons, p. 13. 
— Complaint of a learned and pious Divine, ivid.—Bonds of Reſignation cenſured by 
Biſhop Stillingfleet, p. 14.—Haw the Canon- Law looks upon Simony, ibid. —Sentiments 
of an eminent Civilian theremn, p. 15,—Cranmer's Scheme to rettify ſuch Abuſes, 
p. 15, 16.— And Burnet's Opinion thereof, p. 16.— Excellent Canon of 1571, againſt 
this Diſeaſe of the Church, p. 17.—But the Corruption ſtill continues, p. 18.—Inflance 
of a poor Vicar forced into ſuch Bondage, ibid. —A Law of Juſtinian, which, if revived, 
would put an End to Simony, p. 19.—Seemn Vaw of Henricus Auceps, p. ibid.— 
Next to the Religious Care of Patrons in beſiewing Livings, the conſtant Reſadence of 
the Clergy will be deſirable, p. 20.—Encemium en the Duly of cenſiant and perſcnal 
Reſidence, p. ibid. 21.—Difficulties, however, in the ay there, p. 21.—The 
greateſt of which are the Number of Appropriate and Impropriate Churches, ibid. — 
Frem which, and other cutrageous Devaſtaticns, under which the Church labour, 
Reſidence, exact Order and Diſcipline, cannot well be expetted, p. 22.— Remedy pro- 
poſed for theſe Evils, p. 23.—Progreſs of Chriſtianity in Britain, frem the Rencvatian 
of its declining State, by Auſtin, in the Year 596, p. 24 & ſeq.— Foundation and 
Endowment of Cathedral Churches, p. 25,—Great Uſe and Service thereof, ibid. Notes, 
Haundatien of Parochial Ci urches, p. 26. Aud what their Endowments canſſted 
in, p. 27,—Tithes f paid ts the Biſbep, ibid. — As Dues by Divine Right, ibid. — 
And hu made Part of the Endnument of Parochial Churches, p. 28.—The falutary 
Effets thereef, p. 29 & ſeq,—Divine Right of Tithes evinced from trrefragable 
a 2 


Authorities, 


1 


Authorities, p. 30—33.— Great Solemnities and Denunciations uſed in the Dedication 
of Churches, p. F —29.—T he Perpetuity of their Endnoments, an ennobling Circum- 
flance, p. 37.— Charter of King Ethelwolf, by which all the Tithes had the Sandtion of 
the civil Power, p. 40—42.— How theſe Sacred Proviſions were defeated by the Popes, 
in making the Jus Divinum 2 more than Jus Eccleſiaſticum, p. 43—54.—Selden's 


_ Arguments refuted, p. 40 & ſeq. —State of Monks and Monaſteries on their firſt Inſti- 
tution, p. 50, Note.—And how different from their State, when fattening and rioting 


on the Spoils of the Parachial Clergy, p. 51 & ſeq,.—Remonſtrances of the Seculur 


. Clergy, under their Hardſhips, p. 51, 52.—Some Biſhops, by Degrees, offended with 


this Sacrilegicus Humour of the Monks, p. 52, 53.—The great Misfor tune that attended 
the Reformation was, the not Reſtoring the Revenues of the Parachial Churches which 
had been rent from the Monks, p. 54.—as there was then a fair Opportunity of diſtin- 
guiſhing between Lay-Fees and Tithes, ibid. Increaſe of the Evil under Edward VI. 
p. 55, 56.—Neble Bebaviour of Injurioſus, Biſhop of Tours, and its ſalutary Effects, 
p. 57, 58.—Selden againſt the Alienation of Tithes and Offerings, p. 59, 60.——Other 
great Authorities againſt ſuch Profanations, p. 61.—All the Parliaments ſince 27 and 
31 Henry VIII. obliged, in Conſcience, to make Amends to the Church, p. 62.—Biſhop 
Burnet's Opinion therein, p. 63.—A ſincere Wiſh that this great and juſt Scandal of 
our Engliſh Reformation may be removed, p. 64.—IWith other Remnants of Popery, 
ibid, —A paſſed, in 1544, for drawing up a new Body of Eccleſiaſtical Laws, 
ibid, 65, -Commendams fhoruld alſo be baniſhed, p. 66. Excellent Saying and Beha- 
viour of a Biſhop of Vienna, p. 67.,—Options, another Evil to the Church, p. 68.— 
Alſo Peculiars, as theſe old Popiſh Cuſtoms diſcredit the Church, ibid. —Reftttution has 
been made to the Church by ſome conſcientious Lay-Impropriators, p. 69.—A Word of 
Advice to ether Lay- Impropriators, p. 70.—Piety of the great Mr. Boyle, an Impro- 
priator, ibid.—1f the Government ſhould caſt a favourable Eye on the Author's Propoſal, 
of making Reſtitution to the Church, a Fund adequate to that worthy Purpoſe, is found 
out and particulariſed, p. 71—75.—The Effects ſuch a Reformation would be very 
ſoon viſible, p. 75. —in the Removal of Pluralities, which are conſidered at large, &c, 
ibid. & ſeq.—Great Example ſet by Biſhip BedeN, to Pluralifts, p. 76.—Dr. Ryves, 
Dr. Prideaux, c. on what is a Sufficiency for a Church, p. 81—B83.—The Author's 
Theughts on this Head, p. 83, 84.—In/tances of the narrow Incomes of worthy and 
learned Clergymen, p. 85. —Popery gains Ground, and takes ſpecial Advantage from 
huge and over-grown Pariſhes, p. 86.—And the Grototh of Popery alſo attributed to the 
Poverty of the Clergy, p. 87. — Bleſſed Effes of refloring the Appropristed and Impro- 
priated 7thes to the Pariſh Priefts, p. 88, 89, 90.—Anticipation of the happy Proſpect 
and great Felicity the propoſed Reformation and Reſtitution would produce, particularly 
in a uſeſal and conſtant Perſonal Reſidence of the Clergy, p. go—qg7.—Excellent 
Practice of a Scotch Prelate, p. 9/7. Biſbops Reſidence at their Cathedral Churches 
Jometimes, wiſhed for, p. 98.— Concluſion, ibidf (NM 3 
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Conſtant Reſidence of the CL ERG Y 


UPON THEIR 
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IL. I E M26 
Shewn to be abſolutely neceſſary, Sc. 


MIDST the great Variety of Books and 
Tracts fo judiciouſly diſperſed by the 
worthy Society for promoting Chriſtian 
Knowledge, I have particularly admired 
the Rev. Mr. Samver BLackweLL's © Brief Scheme of 
Parochial Government ; or, A Method of promoting 
the Welfare of a Single Pariſh, eſpecially in the 
Country, and, thereby, of the Publick Good.” 
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He 2 vert es rent Fre 50fa _ 0 carrying his 
| LR Schere indes Eecentien. Hege che Honour 
able, the Great, the High, the Supports of Pariſhes and 
larger Societies, while they conſider their true Intereſt, 
will be glad, by encouraging his Attempt, to gain 
themſelves a Title to that moſt gracious Promiſe,.— 
Wien Mat Auburn Wr III Bb e 115100» 


M hat Huſbands, and Wives, who are worthy of 
the Honour of %%% Names, will not count it a great 
Part of the Happineſs of their Lives to ſee their 
Children -thajned ap in the NM ay they ſhalfd go, il e. in 
the Way of Knowledge, Juſtice, Charity, and Piety; 
and that, wwhi//z their Garners are full, and plenteous 
with all Manner of Store, and their S heep bringing 
| forth Thouſands and Ten Thouſands in their Streets, 
I their Sons may grow up as the young Plants, and their 
1 Daughters be as the poliſhed Corners of the Tenple? 


Good Maſters of Families cannot but think it a 
more than ordinary Bleſſing to have a Part in the 
holy Patriarch ApRanan's Character and Commen- 
dation, — that of commanding their Children, and 
i Houſholds after them, ſo as that hey ſhould keep the 
9 Way of the Lord, to do Judgment and Juſtice. 


( " 


9 


ty — — 
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£80] 
And, as to Maſters and Servants, nothing is more 
| kelp than good Patnily and Parochial Government, 
to give the Mafter Reaſon to fay of his Servant, as 
Lazan did of Jacos,---7 have learned, by Experience, 
that the Lord hath bleſſed me for thy Sake. * 


This worthy. Gentleman would have honeſt, 
knowing, virtuous, actiye Men, as often and as far 
as it may be, on all Opportunities, be choſen into 
the Pariſh-Offices of Conſtable, Churchwardens, and 
Overſeers of the Poor, as Perſons more likely to uſe 
their utmoſt Endeavours towards the Su ok. of 
Vice, and the Encouragement of Virtue, and orderly, 


regular Living. 


But I muſt fay, that it is s Matter of the Higbeſt 
Aſtoniſhment, that /o many Difficulties and Impe- 
diments ſhould be /o unmeceſſarily thrown in their 
Way, and Nurferies of Riot, and Diſorders of every 
Kind, permitted in almoſt every Pariſh ; which are 
continually interrupting the Peace, Decorum, and 
Harmony of it, and occaſion more Vice and Idleneſs, 
more Sabbath-breaking, Curſing and Swearing, and 
filthy Converſation, than the 42/7 and wc eſt hien | 
well know how to encounter. 


ASE s 


4 — can PR 10.account. for the exceſſive 
Number of A Huge which are licenſed; eſpe- 
4 * the preſent Practice is entirely contrary to 


rious. 6 — 


1 Deen af granting any Licences. at all *? 
The Wo principal are, that the Keepers of ſuch. 
Houſes ſhould not allow. of Gaming, Tippling, 


| Drunkenneſs, or any other Diſorder ;_ and that a 
greater Number of fuch Houſes, ſhould not be 


licenſed, than what might be neceſſury for the Accom- 
modation of Travellers, or for the Conveniency of 
the N eighbourhood. As theſe were the principal Ends 
of granting Licences, it ſeems to have been right to. 
veſt the Power in the: — of Peace of the 


A eigh- 


* See an excellent Letter by Revisum; occaſioned by the late 
dreadful Fire in Cornbill, London, and imputing that, and moſt other 
Fires, to Drunkenneſs ; and the terrible. Miſchiefs. that ariſe from the 
numerous Ale-Houſes in the Kingdom. 


And another i ingenious Author obſerves, © © That tis a ſtrange Sort 


of Concern in Government -to preſerve the Publick Revenues by 


a Metbod that in a Courſe of Years muſt leave them no People to 


govern, —at leaſt, none worth governing.” 


« We could wiſh, that in theſe Caſes,” ſays a third Author, . there 
were le diſcretionary Power in the Juſtices; and hope, that a Re- 
formation will ſpeedily be ſet. on. foot, eſpecially about. London; for 


n many Parts, particularly in Chelſea, every Houſe, comparatively 
peaking, is an Ale-Houle.”” 


£#$-1 
our becauſe they muſt be the 56% Judges 
— fuch Holes, e 
that may be neceſſary. | 


And yet it ſo happens, that every ED of the 
Nation is overſtocked with them, and, inſtead of 
receiving any teal. Convenience from, is ue | 
oe and incredibly Wand, by them. | 


Every Well-wiſher, then, to his Country, to nis 
Neighbours, their Children, Servants, &c. would 
be heartily glad to ſee ſo great a Grievance taken 
off and remedied by the Legiſlature. 


The Lord Chancellor Bacon, in the Star- 
Chamber, having taken Minutes of ſeveral Regula- 
tions to be made for reforming Publick Grievances, 
among which was that of ſuppreſſing a ſuperfluous 
Number of Ale-Houſes, communicated-the ſame” to 
the Lord Mayor, who, calling to his Aſſiſtance: 
the Recorders of Southwark and London, ſet about. 
a Reformation, by putting down above Two Hun- 
dred Ale-Houſes in their Juriſdiction: Which 
Example was 2 followed by thoſe of Net- 
minſter, Dutchy of Lancaſter, Liberty of Tower-- 
H _—_ and — Parts of Middleſex contiguous to 


Condom. King 
* MaiTzanD's Survey of London, P. 263. 


. 
5 4 
* 
7 \ 7 
* 


4 1 | 
King Epcas, to prevent the prevailing Vice of 


Drunkenneſs, by the Advice of Archbiſhop Duxs ax 


put down many Ale-Houſes, and would ſuffer but 
One in a * or ＋ own, except it were a * 


| Tos”. heh 


+ could hae Ni theſs Houſes . on 


1655 Occaſion, as they are the greate Enemies, and 
RE Obſtructions, to the Decorum and Regularity 


Which all good People endeavour after, and would 


re) oice to ſee eſtabliſhed i in their Pariſhes, 
But Mr; Biicevait Bede d fix his greateſt Hopes 


of Succeſs, in the important Affair of gaining good 


Parochial Government throughout the Nation, on the 


Care of Patrons in filling their Churches with good 
Clerks. 


He ſays, the Neceſſity of worthy Clergymen in Pa- 


rochial Cures, in order to ſuch Government, will be 


eaſily owned by them who duly reflect on the End of 
the Miniſtry, which is, to teach and promote true 
Religion, the great Intereſt of Men and Chriſtians, 


whether as ſingly conſidered, or in Society,---and how 
much that influences all Affairs. 


| And, 
* STow's Annals, P. 85, 


ww. + 3 
rt 
S * 


And, in order to have fuch Clergymen as may be 
Bleſſings to the Pariſhes and Times they live in, it 
is the earneſt and repeated Advice of many Prelates 
and others, That all Sorts. of. Perſons ſhould. fre- 
quently, and. ardently, addreſs themſelves to God, 
by Prayer, for. his Bleſſing upon them that are to 
ordain Miniſters, and upon them that are to be or- 
dained more particularly the Exzzx-Werks, at 
the Four Seaſons for Ordination, ſhould be more 
ſtricti/ and religiouſly obſerved, both in Publick and 
Private, by all who wiſh the Proſperity of the Church 
of England, and would be accounted fincere Mem- 
bers of it. "+ 


And very fortunate it would certainly be, with- 
reſpect to this excellent Work of Parochial Reforma- 
tion, if the Patrons of Livings could, by any happy 
poſſible Means, be prevailed on to beſtow their 
Livings in ſuch Manner, that the important Ends of 
the Miniſtry, and t Expectations of the Church, 
might be always fully anſwered. 


It is faid, of Queen ELIZABETH, that, when a Man 
was propoſed to her as worthy of Preferment, ſhe 
uſually aſked---If there were not others to be found, 

| of. 


Y _ EEG 
3 of more Learning and Piety, — 
mend the Care of the Church to, * 10 


And there ſeems to have dad's pretty deal of 
Room for ſuch a Queſtion, from the Pains and Hard- 


ſhips Archbiſhop WII TOI T won.” og in Keeping 
the Wolves out of the Fold.” 


« It is almoſt incredible,” Er the Hiſtoriawt, | 
« to believe what Controverſies and Diſputes, what 
Hatred and opprobrious Speeches, he ſuſtained from 
ſome factious Miniſters, and what Troubles and In- 
juries he ſuffered from ſome Noblemen, Who, by 
promoting undeſerving Perſons, cauſed Diſtractions 
in the Church, or, by thirſting after its Revenues, 
ſought to divide and deſtroy it. Nevertheleſs, by 
9 his ang Courage, and Patience, he overcame 
| all Difficulties, and at length reſtored the Church to 


4 Peace and Uniformity.“ 


| How excellent is the Advice of Dr. Appisox on 
| the Subject + before us! © Thoſe, unto whom the 

{ VGBlranting of Diſpenſations is committed, or who other- 
wiſe have any Part in the Diſpoſal of /uch Preferments 


as 


* EcxaRrp's Hiſt. of England, Vol. I. P. 795. f Ditto, P. 843. 
4 Modeſt Plea, P. 98. | 


CES) 
as appertain unto learned Men, ſhould bethink them- 
ſelves what it is to reſpect any thing either above or 
beſide Merit, conſidering how hard the World taketh 
it ; when to Men of commendable Note and Quality 
there is /o little Reſpect had, or /o great unto them 
whoſe Deſerts are very mean, that nothing ſeems 
more ſtrange than the Promotion of one Sort, becauſe 
they are not accounted of, and the Neglect of the 
other, becauſe they are; it being every Man's Ex- 


pectstion and Hope, in the Church of God, that 
the only Purchaſe of greater Rewards ſhould be 
always g reater Deſerts, and that nothing ſhould be 
able to plant a THORN where a VINE ought to 


grow. "0 
And 


* In a celebrated Body of Canons (Reformatio Legum kalen. | 
carum) 1 find the following one: 


* Præterea Patronis Beneficiorum Eccleſiaſticorum præcipimus, ut 
omnibus ſecluſis, vel neceſſitudinum, vel quorumcunq; reſpectuum 
affectibus, illorum rationem habeant, qui Munus hoc Sacrum, ad 
quod adhibendi ſunt, paſſint, et velint, omnibus partibus implere. 
Nec enim Sacerdotia delata ſunt ad Patronos, ut illa circumciderint, 
aut de illis deprædarentur; ſed ut in illorum E et fide, tutd 
conquieſcerent.” 


The Emperor Trxopos1vs, on the Vacancy of a SE E, called the 
Biſhops together, and deſired them to chuſe ſuch a Biſhop as might, 
both by his Life and Doctrine, inſtruct thoſe whom he was to govern ; 

B and 


— 


— —— 2 — 
— * 


been made for the better. 


[ 10 1 
- Arid yet, after all the incomparable Things which 
have been wrote and recommended on theſe important 
Oecaſions, we don't find that much anne Hed 


A late Prelate has given full Proof of it, OY in 
his Firſt Letter of Advice to a Young Clergyman, 
ſays,- A You, who know me well, know with what 
Zeal and Seriouſneſs I have always purſued the Trutft 
in my Enquiries, and with what Sincerity and good 


Intentions I have contended for it in my Writihgs: 


But you likewiſe know, that, thou gh I have arrived 
at the higheſt Rank in my Profeſſion, yet THIS, 
like the 1 of MANY of my Brethren, 
was owing merely to accidental Circumſtances, und 
not to the Conſideration of Merit, Learning, Inte- 
grity, or, indeed, any Conſideration which a wiſe and 
ood. Man would glory in*.” And, in the next 
Para- 
and that he might ſee ſuch a Perſon ſet up, to whom He, that held 


the Empire, might chearfully ſubmit himſelf, and receive his Re- 
proofs as an healthful Medicine, ſince he himſelf was a Man, and had: 


Failings.---Biſhop BuzxeT's Rights of Princes. 


* I know it is greatly ſuſpected, that ſome Things have been. 
foiſted into theſe Letters by the Editor: But, ſurely, no Man could. 
thus dare perſonate a Biſhop, and venture at making ſuch a publick 
and amazing Declaration for him, 

2 


[nx] 
Paragraph, Indeed, if my Conſcience could have 
permitted me to recommend the Way of the World, 
i. e. to give yourſelf 20 Trouble about Religion and 
Learning, but to let them take care of themſelves, 
and to ſtudy only the Smiles and Pleaſures of the 
Great, I ſhould have made no Objections to your 
being in Orders; or, if T had not obſerved in you 
the Seeds of Ingenuouſneſs, which would render you 
unfit for F lattery of every Kind, and to creep and 
cringe to your Su periors, though far ſhort of your- 
ſelf in Parts, I might have expected, with the Ad- 
vantage of your Perſon and Education, that you 
would make your Way in the Church, as well as others 
who have gone before you : But, as the Caſe ſtands 
at preſent, I could not ſuffer myſelf to encourage you 
in the ſame Sloth and Ignorance which I ſee, to my 
Grief, ſo prevalent in the Church; nor can you 
ſtoop, in my Opinion, to the mean and dirty Ways 
which are found to be moſt ſucceſsful towards getting 
Preferment in it.“ 


'Tis _ the greateſt Diſhonour and I njury 


1 

| 

| 
4 
it 
a) 

| 

ty. 
| 

| 


LJ 
as Houſes, common Eſtates, &c. are; and to be 


often bought, and ſold with immediate — 


*. fur lately the next Pre ſentation adyerti ſed to be 


fold, of a Living in a fine, open, and ſporting * 


Country.---This is good Sport indeed, and very much 


ſo to many, who are pleaſed to ſee ignorant and bold 
Bayards + thus ruſh into the Church for the Sake 


of its Temporalitics, if not for even worſe Purpoſes.” 


Theſe 
It has been an o/d Complaint, That plus FEY quam altaria, 


fulgent; and I am forty there is Pall Room to make it, amidſt the 


many excellent Canons intended to prevent ſuch Scandals, 

Among thoſe I mentioned before, we have this alſo.---* In Pref. 
byteris mores eluceant a Divo PavLo deſcripti ad Ti or, et ad 
Tirum.---Non ſint compotores, non aleatores, non aucupes, non 
venatores, non ſycophantæ, non otioſi, aut ſupini; ſed Sacrarum 


Literarum ſtudus, et — Verbi, et orationibus yoo Eccleſia 


ad Dominum incumbant.“ 


| + © Another groſs Offence,” ſays Gopotenin, © and little inferior 
to Sacrilege, is Simony, or that ART-MAGICK whereby Parſons, 
ſcarce worth the Name of Parſons, as the Devil did into our Natural 
Mother inſenſibly, ſo hey ſerpentine themſelves into our Spiritual 
Mother, the Church viſible, inviſibly.“ 

Such Practices gave much Offence to Mr. Hook ER. It may be,” 
he ſays, (Book VII. P. 68) * that the Fear of a QUARE IMPEDIT 
doth cauſe Inſtitutions to paſs more eaſily than otherwiſe they would : 
And, to ſpeak plainly the very Truth, it may be, that' Writs of 
QUARE NN IMPEDIT were, for theſe Times, moſt neceſſi ary 


in 
1 


loi Divine; -and (methinks) I % hear him la- 

menting and eomplininges lt is more than enough, 
it is to a dreadful Degree too much, that Benefices, 
Places, Offices, Promotions in the Church, are /o 
truchd and proftituted.” 


Ho ſuch ſcandalous and foul Pieces of Mer- 
chandize are managed, in order to eſcape the Laws 
againſt Simony, it is not eaſy to know. Bonds of 

Reſig- 


in the others' Place. Yet, where Law will not ſuffer Men to fol- 
low their own Judgment, to ſhew their Judgment they are not 
hindred : And I doubt not but that even conſcienceleſs and wicked 
PATRONS (of which Sort the SWARMS are too great in the Church 
of England) are the more imboldened to preſent unto the Biſhops 
any Refuſe by finding ſo eaſie Acceptance thereof.“ 


Somewhat they might redreſs this Sore, notwithſtanding fo ſtrong 
Impediments, if it did plainly appear that they took it indeed to 
Heart, and were not in a manner contented with it. 


* GODOLPHIN in his Repertorium obſerves, That the Simontacal 
Contracts which have been moſt in Practice (as appears by the Caſes . 
reported in the Law) have been by way of unlawful Purchaſing the 
next Advowſon ; by Exchange; by Reſignation-Bonds; by Matri- 
monial Compacts; by Contracts remote, and concealed from the 
Preſentee; by Obligations of an indirect Nature, Cc. 


The Doctor has collected a great Variety of Caſes of this Sort, 
which deſerve to be well conſidered. 


See 


"TY 


Reſignation are ſuppoſed to be the nd" Engle in 
this pernicious Work, as „n 0 may be 
made by them to lie always at the Mercy of their 
Patrons : And therefore thę learned and fagacious 


| Biſhop STILLINGFLEET, to avoid fuch deteſtable 


Evils, greatly diſapproved of their being uſed on any 
Occaſion. His own Words are, I do think theo 


Bonds of fo Bad a Nature and Tendency, that I do 
wiſh'no Countenance or Encouragement be given to 
| them, eſpecially by /ach whoſe Example may encou- 


rage others to do that for Bad which zhey do for 
Good : And good and wiſe Men will always ſhew the 
greateſt Regard to hat which ſerves the moſt publick 
Intereſt, and prevents the moſt growing Miſchiefs.” 


The Canon. Law looks upon Simomy as a Kind 
of Hereſy ; and Lord Chief-Juſtice Coxx ſays, it 
is worſe than Felony, and an enormous Offence : 
And, though our Law ſeems to conſider it only as it 
is a Bargain, in which Money, or the Equivalent, is 

given 

See Biſhop BuxxET's additional Chapter to his Pas TORAL CARE, 


Of Preſentations to Benefices, and Simony :---As alſo, An Eſſay on the 


Simony and Sacrilege of the Biſhops of Ireland, by James Reap, D. D. 
printed for Mr. Wuls rox, in Fleet-Street, 1737. 


On reading this laſt Piece, 
Obſtupui ! ſteteruntque Coma ! an een 
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L 
given or promis d, yet the Senſe of the Church went 
much further on this Head, even in the moſt corrupt 
Ages.” eee 5 ; | 0 on A * | 
The eminent Civilian, I have already mentioned, 
makes the Turpitude of the Evil to conſiſt in this, 
« 'That Spiritual Things, which in their o] Nature 
are ineſtimable, are here eſtimated at a Carnal, Hu- 
man, or Temporal Price; which Value, or Price, 
the Law (he ſays) makes threefold, viz.---Pretiun 
- © Muneris, as Money, or aught elſe that may be fold 
* for Money; Pretium Linguæ, as undue and unde- 
ſerved Praiſe, or immoderate Flattery ;---Pretium 
= Obſequti, as ſome Service done, or to be done, for the 
Patron, in Matters Temporal ; or as when a Chap- 
lain ſerves a Biſhop domeſtically, without any Sti- 
pend or Salary, or remits it, on purpoſe that a Bene- 
ice may be beſtowed on him; which, by the ex- 
preſs Letter of the Canon Law, is zo other than 
Simomy. C. Sunt nonnulli, I. ix. 1.---So likewiſe, as 
to the Pretium Linguæ, “ Rogans pro indigno, ut 
Beneficium obtineat, Simoniam committit. 


What a noble Scheme did Archbiſhop Gan R 
frame for preventing all Miſchief and Irregularities 
̃ of 


[x6 ] 


this kind! We as informed by Biſhop Buznert, 
that, on the Suppreſſion o Monaſteries, he hoped 


new Houſes, upon ne Endowments and F ounda- 


tions, ſhould have been erected at every Cathedral, 
to be Nurſeries for that whole. Dioceſe ; which he 
thought would be more ſuitable to the primitive Uſe 
of WA and more profitable to the Church. 
This Deſign, indeed, was not fully effected, only 


in part by the Founding of Grammar-Schools at 


every Cathedral, intended for the ſame Purpoſes, 
as Seminaries for the Church, and what might be 


made very ſerviceable to it, and the whole Nation, 
if ſtrictly kept up to their original Inſtitution. 


cc Certainly,” ſays the Hiſtorian Juſt | named, 
« Perſons formed from their Childhood with other 
Notions, and another Method of Living, muſt be 
much better fitted for a holy Character than zho/e who 
have lived in the Pleafures and Follies of the World ; 


who, unleſs a very extraordinary Change is wrought 

in them, ſtill keep /ome of their old Cuſtoms about 
them, and fo fall ſhort of that Gravity and Decency 
that becomes ſo Spiritual a Function? We 


* See an excellent Piece, ſuppoſed to be written by Mr. W--6--x, 
of Weſtminſter, entitled, Reflections on the Moral State of the 
Nation, with an Offer of ſome Amendment therein.”---The learned 


and pious Author was a Well-wiſher to Kings-Schools, and has made 
ſome Propoſals in their Favour. 


i 
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We find a moſt ſolemn and excelent” Canon 
-atnong thoſe of 15715 which ſeems to have been 

intended, and one would have thought ſufficient, | 
to eradicate the 4 Seeds of hv obſtinate Diſeaſe 


on of the Church. 


ig. Epifeopus griviter- et ſtudi e Pa | 
tronos Beneficiorum, ut cogitent neceſſitates Eccle- 
: fix, et ante oculos habeant Ultimum illum Diem, et 
Judicium, et Tribunal Dei: Itaq; ut neminem pro- 
moveant ad Munus Eecleſiaſticum, niſi qui doctrina, 
| judicio, pietate, probitate vitæ, et innocentia, poſſit 
onus tam grave ſuſtinere, ut nihil in ea RE, nifi 
integre, incorrupte, et ſincere, faciant ;----ſe enim 
uſurum omnibus honeſtis & legitimis rationibus, ut 
verum poſſit invenire. Quod $i, in ipſa præſenta- 
tione, vel etiam poſtea, ſenſerit corruptelam ullam, 
aut Simoniacum commercium, quocunque modo, 
quamvis obſcure, vel directe, vel indirecte, vel per 
ipſum Patronum, vel per alios, interceſſiſſe, ut ad 
ipſum vel pecunia, vel pretium, vel cammoditas aliqua, 
vel pars aliqua fructuum perveniret; velle ſe facti 
nequitiam et Simoniam publicare, et palam facere, 
non tantum in Eccleſia Cathedrali, ſed etiam alibi, 
ad illivs probrum et dedecus ſempiternum; et Preſ- 
C byterum, 


tum a Sacerd 


&* 18 . 
byterum, quem, ita nequiter preæſentaverit, non tan- 


otio in quod mala fide ingreſſus fits, ſed 
S i en e remo- 


i | ö 
vere. 1 Nb. BY: e e eee 


It is __ credible, LI aft this — many 


other Canons, Be any em Laws ſhould. be want- 


that have. was never — af them, and that 


the Prevalence of Simony by Reſignation- Bonds 


(eſpecially MEN TAL Simony) has continued ſo 


long, and /o great, in the Church, as, in the 


Opinion e eee eee even to 


threaten its very Ruin. 


01 hold it, fays Sir 8112670 Dzccr, «Kg great 


Diſreputation for any Clergyman to give ſuch a 


Bond And yet ha are become ſo frequent, that 


hardly a Living paſſes, unleſs 15 Perſons of Honour, 
without them. 


There is a poor Vicai, in my Neighbourhood, 
that has a Vicarage but of 40/. a Year, that was 
forced into one of theſe Bonds to obtain it; and his 
Patron takes from him Tithes of Half the. Value of 
the Church; and he dares not queſtion him for 

them. 


1191 
them. Ou oft medico——and . 
my Lords the Biſhops. gw 


tt are @ A Low of Peer which; if revived, 
©  , would ſoon put an End to this Smoaiacel Trade, 
and prevent the * 2 * much Offence 


in the World.” 


4 «tr is provided by ui thas the Elobiors ſhall take 
an Oath, and inſert it into the Election Paper, that 
they did not chuſe for any Gift, or Promiſe, or 
Friendſhip, or any ober Cauſe, but only becauſe 
they knew the Perſons elected to be of the true 
Catholick Faith, and * unblameable Life, and good 


n 


HzxRICUS Auers, no doubt, thought Simony 
difpleaſing to God, when (as tis reported of him) 
he made a ſolemn Vw to him, That, if he would 


give him Victory over the Hungarians, * would 
purge his Country of it. 


I hope I ſhall be-excuſed if I ſhould appear a little 
tedious in diſpatching the Bu/mne/s of this Stage. I 
was willing to purſue, and treat it in the fulleſt 
Manner ] poſſibly could, ſenſible that the Swcceſs 

C 2 of 
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to be gained « at ths Place. k 8. I SY" 


1 
5 17 the P aof Ae then, v e ger. q 7 
ſuaded to beſtoy their Preferments an Perſons that. 
fairly appear to haye ſuch Abilities and Qualifications 
as are abſolutely neceſſary for diſcharging thePaſtoral 
Duties in a Manner ſuitable and equal to their Im- 
portance, the next Defideratum would be, That 2 
the conſtant Perſonal Reſidence of all Rectors and 
Vicars, and other Miniſters poſſeſſed of Perochial 
Cures, might be univerſally and firmly eſtabliſhed; 
in order to reſtore the weak and fickly State of Reli- 
gion amongſt us, and ſecure regular and good Go- 
vernment in every Pariſh of the Land.” q 


The Effects of conſtant Perſonal Reſidence are 
| ſtrongly ſtated and repreſented by Mr. BuacxwsLr, 
l on whoſe Plan this Undertaking was framed---By 
| this Means, he ſays, the Occaſions of the [Pariſh 


1 upon ſudden Emergencies will be beſt ſerved; Error 

I: and Wickedneſs may be diſcovered, oppoſed, and 

[| reſtrained ;; true Faith, and fuitable Practice, and all 

[| Manner of Goodneſs, may be beſt favoured and pro- 

1 moted; the great Objection againſt the Church, 
. i. e. the Want of Diſcipline, may be happily ſilenced; 

|| and 
1 


[= * 

5 be may be cut off from them that ſeek 
Oscaſion to complain, and to ſpeak reproachfully 
1 * the: Neglect of Publick Buildings, of ee 
audi, in general ale Cure of Souls. 


* — — are bold allo, 'by A Great and. eminent Prelate, | 
in his late excellent Charge; « « That the conſtant 
N Attendance of Clergymen on their ſeveral Cures i is 

tte Foundation of all ozhet Duties, and that it 
would be abſurd to ſpeak of any orher without ſup- 

poeling bis: Which appears to me like a ſelf- 
evident Principle, and not to be diſputed. 


But yet there are, certainly, Difficulties inſuperable 
in the Way to a general, conſtant, ' and Perſonal 
Reſidence. Some of the Churches, that eſcaped 
the deſtroying Storm, will, no doubt, admit of it: 
And I ſhould be extremely glad to ſee wore Room 
made to favour and receive his Lordſhip's well- 
intended and admirable Advice; but, under the 
preſent State of Things, the Proſpect is bad and 
unpleaſing. 


It is computed, that there are 384 5 Appropriate 
and Impropriate Churches in England, and that 
5597 don't exceed col. a Year,---many of them, 
not 


not &veh 200. or 40A, 85 aan 
Zion, ral ber Towers, and ee ul. hen Bangs. 
parted 1 How doth the CIT V . iure re, # 
was full of People I A 2 a Widew!. . 
8 HE, that was among the Nations, and 
-PRINCESS N the. Palaces how is be become 
be a b 8 2 ſei þ 


-Deviſtations in Iſrael, Refidehei exact Order, — 
Diſcipline, cannot well be expected. I fd before, 
The Ways of Zion do motirn ; anal Ber- reſts fog 
and lament : T hey feed the Flock, but eat little of the 
M up thereof ; and the OX (contrary to the Law Y 
k Is muaaled, that treadeth out the” Corn. 


All this, the LIS TS of Clevgymen's Widows 
relieved by the Corporation, &c.---of Clergymen's 
Children apprenticed annually by the worthy Stewards 
of the Feaſt, &c.— and of poor Orphans educated 
and maintained till of Age to be apprenticed by 
voluntary Subſcriptions,---and nany other charitable 
Proviſions of the ſame Kind, abundantly teſtify.— 


Such is the preſent uncomfortable Condition of the 
inferior Clergy. 


1 


But 


8 A N 


Caſes, © 


in fach unhappy 
mne — Wr ſuch great Evils, 


585 cannot poſfibiy be found. I truſt there may, and 


„ will ber 


encouraged by all ſincere Well- 
wiſhers to the Intereſts of Religi on in N and | 
is Church of Englling in partir. 


It 18 humbly propoſed, then, that — Cw 
ould be bre to its original State, to what it 


was before any Appropriations, or Alienations, were 


male that it ſhould recover its Revenues,---its 
true former 8 bh. Uniformity, Devotion, and 
Holy Order, after its Luſtre has been for ſo many 
Ages greatly intercepted, and almaſt utterly de- 
oyed. 


Aud fuck is the Scope of Una inet 


| 2 —— n, 
it m ce n It. 


Let us therefore land in the W, ays, and ſee and 


aft for the old Paths, where is the good Way, and 
walk therein. 


The Great Myſtery of the Redemption of Man- 
* being accompliſhed by the Incarnation, Death, 
2 and 
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"hat that the * Tidings. 
ade into dae remote Parts of che World. 


2 495 — E "6 * * nad TS | 
4 1 — hor not attempt 685 wace the Progrels' * 
Chriſtianity through the Brits 'Times : . Will be 55 


ri gat 


ſufficient for wy preſent Aer e in at the 


hither by Guacony the Greaty about he Yar 556. . 


8 a ; kt 2 
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gr we are well informed, by 
Mr. WrazTon® „and many 0 


. that, when | 


AvSTIN came into England, attended with ſey cral 
| inferior Clergy, . to preach the Goſpel, 1 * ing 


ETHELBERT, on his embracing the Chriſtian Reli- 

gion, gave him ample Poſſeſſions for the Mainte- 
nance of himſelf and Clergy. He was made Arch- 
biſhop of "Canterbury, and a Church built for 
there, wherein he might fix his Chair. Houſes were 


alſo appointed for him and the Clergy to dwell to- 


gether 1 in common. Afterwards, when the ſame 
pious King, by the Direction of the Archbiſhop, 
had founded Cathedral Churches at Rocheffer and 
PRs * he ago ith, with MS: e 


III. and 
See his Book of Pluralitits, 


. 


> Bhs ingenious | THR 
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and the Application of them to the Uſe intended 
was wholly left in the ſeyeral Biſhops. ox) 


7 In dhe f. fame one ather BENE Posse de in 3 
F oundation and Endowment of Cathedral Churches * 
in other Parts of the Nation, for the general Good 
of. the ſereral Dioce ES, i e. of their ſeveral King- 
dams,---Diaceſes, in the Foundation of Biſhopricks, 
a having the ſame Limits with the K ingdoms. 


"it But the Fadowiments of the Church, in the firſt 
W of ic were 1 The whole Revenue was 
veſted 


5 Biber Srrixorkxrr, in his Diſcourſe of the true Antiqui 
of London, ſhews, for the Honour of Cathedral Churches, bow the 
Chriſtian Religion was propagated by their Means; and that, upon 
theſe great Conſiderations, the firſt Chriſtian Kings of the. Saxons 
did - beſtow their - Endowments upon them.---He likewiſe obſerves! 
that theſe Churches have, in /ome Meaſure, ever /ince enjoyed the ſaid 
Endowments, and hoped (as all good Men do with him) they 1 
do ſo, as long as Chriſtian Princes, and the due Senſe of our Converſe fon 
to Chriſtianity, remain among us. 


Biſhop Hacker, in his celebrated Speech before the Houſe of 
Commons, printed in the excellent Account of his Life by the Rev. 
Dr. PLUME, and prefixed to his Edition of the Biſhop's Sermons, 
ſhews the great Uſe and Service of Cathedral Churches, even in 
theſe later Times: And the Reverend Governors of them will, no 
doubt, conſtantly do their utmoſt Endeavour to let this excellent Pre- 
late's Arguments retain their full Strength and Virtue, if any future 
Occaſion ſhould require the Uſe of them. 


D 


bs 
Biſhop. of the Dioceſe.” He preſides 


veſted in the 


* over the College of Prieſts; and they are ſubzoct to 


his Direction in what Manner, and at what Times, 
and in W? Parts. of the Dioceſe, they ſhall propa- 
gate the Chriſtian Faith: And with the Rent of 
the Lands, the Value of the Tithes, and the Obla-- 
tions collected by the Itinerant Prieſts, and carried 
home to the Eccleſiaſtical Cheſt, the Biſhop main- 
tained. himſelf and his Emiſſaries, repaired! the Edi- 
fices of the Church, and Manſions of himſelf and 
Clergy, relieved the Poor, and. en the 
Stranger. 


Now, as Kings firſt founded Cathedral Churches: 
for the Good of their whole Kingdom, fo Great Men 
founded Parocbial Churches for the particular Good 
of Themſelves, their Families, and Tenants ; for, 
at that Time, the Great Men poſſeſſed ample Ter- 
ritories within themſelves, wherein all the Inhabi- 
tants were no other than their Servants, tilling their 
Lands, and doing other Services to them. 


When, therefore, Chriſtianity began to prevail 


apace, many Laymen, of great Eſtates, would deſire 
the conſtant Refidence of ſome Prieſt among them, 


who might always be ready to inſtruct--themſelves, 
2 their 


cited by their 0wN Devotion, or vets © it was — e 
caly, without it, to keep their Tenants. together. | 


Oratorics and Churches wete for this End erected 4 
by them, which, being conſeerated by the Biſhop, 
were, by the Founders, or Patrons, endowed with 
2 Maintenance for the Incumbent which ſhould 

there refide, and execute the Holy Function within 
the Limits appointed by the Patron, which were no 
other than the Bounds, or Territory, of his: own 
Demeſnes, Tenancies, or neighbouring Poſſeſſions. 


The Endowments of thoſe Times conſiſted gene- 
rally in Glebe, or a certain Portion of Land ; in 
Slaves to till the Land; and in the O4/azions of all 


the Tenants, Deprndans and Inhabitants, within 
the Territories of the Founders. 


As for Tithes, they for ſome Time el Ks to 
the common Treaſure of the Dioceſe, and ſeem to 
have been paid to the Biſhop 3 the Chriſtian Con- 
verts being taught to pay them as due by Divine 
Right, and the Prieſt directed to receive, and ac- 
count for them to the Biſhop : So-that, they being 
antecedently due to the C Fathedral Church, the 


Founders 
D 2 


3 18 281 
8 f os i e Churches were not at Li- 
make t ny Part of 5 Endowment 


* * 


e to tlie LEW Treaſure i; © or remitted 
them to the ſeveral Parachial Churches, to encourage 
the Erection of them: After which, they were made 
Part of the Endowment of ſuch Churches. 


By. theſe Steps (having Mr. WrarTon for my 
prineipal Guide) Lam arrived at the Point in View 
the Period when the Inſtitution of Pariſhes and 
Parochial Endowments took Race. | 


| And we ſhall ſee again, in a more open Light, 
the noble Deſign of Patrons in theſe Donations. It 
has been faid, that they were intended for the par- 
ticular Good of Themſelves, their Families, and 
| Tenants. 


In Honour of the Cathedral Church, and in Token of Subjection 
to it, as the Biſhop's SEE, every Parochial Miniſter within the 
Dioceſe pays to the Biſhop an Annual Penſion, called anciently 
CATHEDRATICUM----This Acknowledgment is ſuppoſed to have 
taken riſe from the Eſtabliſhment of diſtin-Pariſhes with certain Reve- 
nues, and thereby the Separation of thoſe Diſtricts from the imme- 
diate Relation they had borne to the Cathedral Church,-----Biſhop 


GIBSOx's Codex, P. 195. 


| [4] 
Tenants;---In the Ttinerant! Way, they could 


hear 


the Holy Word but ſeldem, and therefore, choſe to, * 


A hs 1 * . 
them. 333 „ cf 2 6 


have the conſtant Refidence f lon 


But yet the 0 of the Church were 
eſtabliſhed, in the main, for the perpetual Conve- 
nience and Service of every individual Pariſh,---for 
promoting the Glory of God, and Piety and Virtue 
among Men. 


And great, and wonderful, was the Care taken, 
from Time to Time, by the Founders and their 
Heirs, to preſerve and ſecure them for ever.---I in- 
tend to take all due Notice of this their worthy 
Concern, and of the awful and ſolemn Manner in 
which /uch Endowments were ſet forth, in order to 
prevent their being injured and defrauded. 


But, before I enter upon this, it will be proper 
to obſerve (left wrong Concluſions ſhould be made, 


under the Wotion of theſe being NEW-CREATED 


Tithes by theſe Endowments) that the general Obli- 
cation of paying Tithes was well known before in 
the World, and (according to many learned and cele- 

brated 


- 
” - = 


: Idgenious/ Author Bibliit8ea Bibles . 


oy 
3s 


* IL l Notes oh the zoth Verſe of the xxviith Chapter 


of Leviticus) lays,---* The Dedicating of a Tenth 
Part was much in Uſe among the old Gentiles, who, 
very probably, derived the Prattice from the Moſaick 
Preſcript, and alſo their Opinion concerning it; or, 
rather, from the immemorial Antiquity of it, per- 
haps from the Beginning of the World, as an Ac- 
knowledgment of a Divine good Providence: in the 
Superintendency and. —— of it.” We read, 
in XENoH¹ON, of Tithe of Booty devoted to APOLLO 
a. The old Romans looked upon theſe 
Mie with ſuch a profound Eſtimation and Re- 
gard, that they thought them a ſure Means, or Ex- 
pedient, to procure a Return of Wealth and Hap- 
pineſs. Thus, particularly, SyLLa conſecrated the 
Tenth of his whole Eſtate to HzrcuLes : And 
Crassus and Lucullus did the ſame; and the 
remarkable Proſperity and Affluence of this laſt was 
aſcribed to zhis Act of ſuppoſed Piety. Privy tells 
us, the Arabian Prieſts took Tithe of Frankincen/e 
for their God Saprs 3 and, till they had done ſo, 


NONC 
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none of it was allowed to go into the Merchants 
Hand. 


But it is Gt my Intent to enter far, on this Occa- 
fion, into the Article of Titbes. Inſtead. of it, 1 
would rather take the Liberty to. recommend the: 
Anſwers to Mr. SzLpeN's Hiſtory of Tithes,, which 
(I cannot but think) would give the 2g Satisfac- 
tion to every unprejudiced Reader. I have Mr. Arch- 
deacon TiLLuzsLEys before me: And, as the Three 
Propoſitions he undertook to defend will ſhew moſt: 
of the remarkable Points which were in Queſtion, it 
may not be improper to let the Reader know them. 


The xft Propoſition is, That the Doctrine con- 
cerning T ithes was ever, that they were due JUR E 
DIVINO, as appears by the Fathers in Time of 
Perſecution, when. they could not have them gene- 
rally paid, as Ixzxnzus, Oricen, TERTULLIAN,, 
CyPRIAN.. 


2.— That, as ſoon as Perſecution ceaſed, they 
were receptæ in moribus hominum, BEFORE they were 
given to the Church by any Imperial or Eccleſiaſti- 
cal Law, as appeareth by hoſe Fathers that lived in 
the nene Time of the Church in the next 300 


Years, 


[32] 
Years, as St. Canvsos ro, Hixnou, Aucusrixx, 
AMBROSE, and others. 9 - 


75 


#6 3.—That the Laws, Imperial and Eeclebaltica, 
| nn Hs Tithes, do declare the R. gb of Tithes, 
not give them, nor the Right; Hy they do ad 


Civil and Eccleſiaſtical Puniſhments on the NN, on- 


Payers, rather than decree the Fayment, a as in the 
Capitulars 1 is manifeſt, - | 


This learned Man has produced, in W of 
the JUS DIVINUM, and the Propoſitions, | a 
Catalogue of ſuch powerful Authorities as ſeem irre- 
ſiſtible. And Mr. Bincnau tells us, © That the 
Ancients accounted Tithes to be due by DIVI NE 
RIGHT. BeLLarin, indeed, (he adds) and 
775 and Mr. SEID EN, place them upon another 
Foot: But our learned Biſhop AxpDREwS, and Biſhop 
rde who wrote before Mr. SEIDEN, and 
Biſhop MounTacus, and T1LLEsLEY, who wrote in 
Anſwer to him, (not to mention many others who 
have written ſince) have c/early proved, that the 
Ancients believed the Law about the Tithes not to 
be merely a ceremonial, or political Command, but 
of moral and perpetual Obligation“. And 


* Unde homo rerum ſuarum Decimam, potius quam Nonam, vel 
Ofavam, vel aliam quamg; partem, offerendam eſſe ſcire potuiſſet, niſi 
a Deo doctus fuiſſet? 


F483. 


And even ſome of'6ur Greateſt Lawyers, fach a8 
Lord Chick. Juſtice Dvzr® and Cort, have been 
ſtrongly of the ſame Opinion: And our Statutes 
themſelyes have declared Tirhes to be due to God 
and H. oly. C Burch, and e them---to be a 
Meg lect of Duty t to Almighty Gd. 3 


But this only in tranſitu to the Notice I purpoſe 
to take of the great Solemnities uſed in the Dedica- 
tion and Endowment of Churches. And I hope 1 
ſhall be eaſily pardoned if I happen to be pretty full 
on this Article, as it will ſerve to diſplay the unpa- 
rallell'd Wickedneſs of THOSE who broke into God's 
Vineyard, and, like the Wild Boar out of the Wood, 
and the Wild Beaſts of the, Field, devoured it. 


At the Foundation of a Pariſh Church there was 
a ſolemn Denunciation of the Judgments of God 
againſt every Perſon who ſhould, in future Time, 
nen that Church, or preſume to diminiſh or dif- 
turb 


* 28. H VII Folio 43. Tithes are due by the Law of God, ex 
debito.---Co. II. Wi Reaper Cos Fe 45. b. Eu ae. due by 
Divine Right. 


+ Diſmes Gal choſe pirituele, et due de Jons Divixo. ---Caſe 1. 
Eveſque de Wi nebeſter. 


C. 27. H. VIII. cap. xx.— 32 H. VIII. cap. vii. 
| E 
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10 ertyot it 46 Qui autem 
e five. minuere, vel per 
mpſerit, anatheniatis gladio fer 


in abther Charter of Sunset 72 end its 
Tenor thus: 4 gelant tam præſentes, quam futuri, 
quod, quando dedicivimus Eccleſam beats Mariæ 
de H, W. R. conceſſu B. (qui interfuit dedicationi) 
dedit, et conceſſit in perpetuam eleemoſynam, et 
dotem ipfius Eccleſiz, quindecim acras terre, et 
 duas menſuras terræ, et totam illam terram que eſt 
ab illis menſuris furſum in nemore ulg; ad diviſas 
de E. dedit etiam Eecleſi totam Decimam totius 
terre ſuz de H. &c. K. 


« Et, ne in poſteram inde fiat dubitatio, has de- 
terminate dedit et conceſſit Decimas*, videlicet de 
blado, 


have Already obſerved,” that a general Obligation of paying 
Tithes had, before all Grants of them, taken place, and been received 
in the World; and therefore Grants in Endowments are not to be 
looked upon as NEW-CREATED Tithes, but inſerted there, 
I apprehend, with the Endowments of Glebe, &. that the whole 
Revenues of the Pariſh ( probably not ſo well known before, being 
collected by the 1 Clergy) might paſs togetber, under the ſo- 
lemn Denunciation of God's Judgments, to deter Men againſt - laying 
Sacrilegious Hands upon any Part of them, Mr. Szzpzn takes 
Occaſion, from the uſual Forms of Dedications, &c. to complain, 
that 


i] 


| bows et ſœno, et de pullanis, et vitulis, de agnis, 
| porcellis, de lana, et cCateo, et virgulto, et de 


en W. et paſnagio; et placitis. Quicunque 
vero aliquid inde fubſtraxerint, vel diminuerint, ex- 
communicentur, et a eonſortio Dei, omniumqʒ Sanc- 


torum 81 2 n af rot ions 


© The Kube of . 2K pu * ns that 
is MPS PRE: of this re Founder, 


| men- 


hid? we POE, Tithes Sa een Lands together. To which 
Dr. TitLLz$8LEY replies, * They that confound Tithes and arbitrarily- 
conſecrated Lands given to the Church, in applying the /ame original 
Right to 40th, err in my Opinion, if any ſuch be. St. AusROSE 
knew well how to diſtinguiſh between a Church and other Inheritance, 
inter Agros Eccleſie & Baſilicam. The like we muſt make between 
Lands and Tithes; nay, and more, God having a Right to Churches 
in that they are made his, though nearer by Dedication ; but in 
Tithes, becauſe they are, TE ReTrIBUTION To mis PROVIDENCE, - 
Tux TRIBUTE ro HIS PoweR,---THE RESERVATION OF HIS 
LIBERALITY,---H1s OWN CHALLENGED DUE INHBRITANCE:” 


In another Place the Doctor ſays, Mr. SzL.ven knows. better 
than I, that, if an Houſe of Religion had been diſſolved by Death, or 
Cefſion of the Religious, or otherwiſe, before the Statutes of Diſſolu- 
tion of Abbeys, c. —in that Caſe all Appropriations belonging to 
it ſhould have been preſentative ; and the Patronage ſhould have re- 
turned to the Heirs of the Donors, and the Tithes to-the Pariſh Prieſt, 
whoſe they were by DIVINE RIGHT, ſince he did the Duty of 
Tithes: And let hoſe, that hold Impropriations, in their Conſciences 
weigh their Title with God's Right in Tithes.“ 

22 
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eee in a Writing all he intended to give, and 
holding it over the Altar, ſpake thus to the Prieſt: 

=>>© I here give unto God all Things contained in 

this Writing, for the Remiſſion of my Sins, and for 
them for whoſe Good God will accept them; and by 
theſe. to promote God s Service in Suſtentation of 
the —— the Poor, and in all Things honourable 
to God, and profitable to his Church: And, if any 
Man ſhall by theſe away, (which God forbid !) It 
him, for his Sacrilege, give a moſt ſtrict Account to 
God, to whom they are now dedicated, now de- - 
voted.” The Founders, in ſuch Caſes, ſeem to fol. 
low. the Example of Dazvs in imprecating Curſes 
on thoſe who violate and abuſe their Gifts: Aud 
the God, that cauſed his Name to dwell there, deſtroy 
all Kings, and People, that put their Hands to alter, 
or defiroy, this Houſe of G © 


In ſhort, theſe excellent Men, by the prodigious 
Care they us'd to perpetuate their Benefactions in 
Manſions, Glebes, &c. which they had ſo ſolemnly 
dedicated to God and his Church, ſeem even to have 

had the Law of Mosss itfelf in their View 
which, conſidering the Caſualties removable Things 


are ſubject to, did require Twenty-eight Cities, toge- 
* 
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ther with their Fields, and whole Territories, in the 
Land of Juda, to be reſerved unto God himſelf; 
and not only provided for the Liberty of farther Ad. 

ditions, if Men of their own Accord ſhould think 
vo for the PRESERVATION thereof 
unto all Poſterities, that no Man's Avarice, or Fraud, 
by. defeating { virtuous Intents, might d:/courage 
from the ile Purpoſes.-- The Field of the Suburbs 
of their Cities may not be fold ;- * it 1 _ Per- 


Pedal Poſſeſſion. 


 Perpetuity is an x ennobling 898888 gu 
(methinks) I ſhould not omit taking Notice, at this 
Place, of Mr. Hooxtsx's moſt excellent Diſplay of 
all the Motives to, and the /everal Views attending, 
ſuch'grand and extenſive Deſigns: It will give Plea- 
ſure to the Reader, and ill add freſb Honour to the 
munificent Perſonages ] I have been ſpeaking of.. 


« would know,” ſays this celebrated Author, 
« what Nation in the World did ever honour God, 
and not think it a Point of their Duty to do him 
Honour with their very Goods : So that this we may 
boldly ſet down as a Principle clear in Nature,--- 


? That 


* See Mr. Caupzx's great Character of the Engliſh-Saxons in 
his Britannia. 
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That Men are eternally bound to honour God with 
their Subſtance, in Token of thankful 
ment chat, ALL. XY. have i from HIM. - 


Now, concerting the Kind, or " 
Gifts which God be dent . that Sort, we are to 


-cofifider them partly, as fr they proces from #5, 
and partly, as let fig, are to to Eerie for Divine 


2 "ER er” 


* 
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. in char de) are Tyflimonter of our Alta 20 
wards God, there is no doubt but they ſhould be 


- 


Jes as becometh moſt HIS by we whom we Fo 


EL, la Regard of Uſe, 8 as Be cls that 
God hath, himſelf, no Need of Worldly Commo- 
dities, but taketh them becauſe tis our Good to be 
ſo exerciſed, and with 20 other Intent accepteth 


them but to have them uſed for the endleſs Conti- 


nuance of Religion; there is no Place left of Doubt, 
or Controverſie, but that we, in the Chorce of Gifts, 
are to level at the /ame Mark, and to frame ourſelves 
to HIS known Intents and Purpoſes. 


„Whether we give unto God, therefore, that 
which himſelf by Commandment requireth, or tha? 


3 : which 
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which the 1s public Conſent of the Church thinketh 
fit to allot, ' or that which every Man's private Devo- 
tion doth beſt like, inaſmuch as the Gift which we 
offer proceedeth, not only as a Teſtimony of our 
Aon towards God, but alſo as a Means to up- 
hold Religion (the Exerciſe "whereof cannot ſtand 
without Help of Temporal Commodities) ; if all 
Men be taught of Nature to wiſh, and as much as in 
them lieth to procure, the PERPETUITY of 
good Things; if for that very Cauſe we honour 
and admire their Wiſdom who, having been Founders 
of Commonwealths, could deviſe how to make the 
Benefit they left behind durable, it muſt needs fol- 
low, that, as we do unto God very acceptable Ser- 
vice in honouring him with our Subſtance, ſo our 
Service that Way is then moſt acceptable when it 
tendeth to PERPETUITY.” LE 


But what Sorrow of Heart muſt ſeize every good 
Man's Breaſt, to ſee (after all ſuch Care and Fore- 
fight) ſo many noble Monuments of Piety and Pub- 
lick Spirit /o often undermined, and defaced, by bold, 
avaricious, and enterpriſing Men] It can be 70 /e/s 
than what good Nzntmian felt whey the Gates of 


Zion were ſunk into the Ground, and her Bars broken 
and deſtroyed. But 


; 

| 
| 
1 
N 
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But more of this ay Part of my voa P 


hereafter WOOD 7 3 


And I will pored, and. add to 1 8 


Antiquity of Tithes, and the ſolemn Sanctions of 


them, &c. by the Vows and Dedications of good 


Men, the CHART ERS of King ETH. UP, by 


which a!l the Tithes of the Land Le alſo. the 
SanRtion of the Civil Power. 4 a3 ohh 2 


ErnELwolr, on the Death of Kin g Eczeer, his 
Father, (who firſt reduced the Hs Kingdoms of 


the Saxons, in this Land, into One) having ſuc- 


ceeded him, not only in his Hereditary Kingdom of 
the Ye/t-Saxons, but alſo in the — of the 
whole Land, did, in the Vear 8 54, in a Parliament 
for the Kingdom of Wef-Saxony, held at Wilton, 
make a Law for the Granting of the Tithes of ALL 
the Kingdom to the Church: And the Concluſion 
of it is, He that ſhall add to what I have given, 
the Lord add to. him proſperous Days : But, if any 
ſhall preſume to leſſen, or change it, let him know, 
that he ſhall give an Account of it before the Tri- 
bunal of Chit, unleſs he firſt * and make 
Satisfaction. 


In 


"I Ry 
* 
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In the Year following, the ſame King did renew 
this Grant in a moſt ſolemn Manner, dedicating and 
vowing the Tithe of ALL the Lands in England 
IN SEMPITERNO GRAPHIO IN CRUCE CHRISTI, as it is 
expreſſed, and was the Manner,.at that 'Time, of the 
moſt ſolemn Vow. He tender d the Charter, {ign'd 
by him, on his Knees, offering it up, and laying it 
upon the Great Altar of St. PRrxx's Church in 
Wincheſter, the Biſhops receiving it from him on 
God's Part: And this was done, not only with the 
Conſent of both Lords and Commons, of whom an 
infinite Number was preſent ; but all the Biſbops, 

| Earls, 


* Mr. SELDEN, having quoted this Charter, and other Laws for 
the Payment of Titbes, and inſinuated that his Hiſtory, Sc. was 
wrote in the Behalf of the Clergy, receives the following Anſwer 
from T1LLESLEY :---<* His Performance in the Behalf of the Clergy, 
in collecting ſo much Human poſitive Laws for the Payment of whole 
Tithes, 1s ſo far worthy Commendation, in that it ſheweth the Conſent 
of fo many wiſe Aſſemblies to the Claim of God's Right,---which yet, 
not from them, but from God's Precept, we require of the Conſciences 
of Men, whom if we cannot perſuade them to be due by the Law 
of God, we muſt entreat the SUPREME MAGISTRATE, the 
Authority and Executioner of Laws, by the ſeveral Penalties to 
reſtore the RicuTreuL IxHERTTrANCE of GOD; and by Cuſtoms, 
Statutes, or Civil Diſpoſition, not to ſuffer the Rights of Holy Church, 
God's ASSIGNEE, to be impeached, ſince ſo many Human poſitive 
Laws have manifeſted and offered the DIVINE RIGHT to obedient 


Performance.” 


F 
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| Earls,- and Nobles, did fübſeribe it with the "OP" 


Applauſe of the People; and it was ſent, and 


publiſhed in every Pari/h-C. burch throu ow the 
Kingdom. 


And this B and Vo of his, and of the whole 
Nation by their Conſent given, as aforeſaid, was 
confirmed and renewed by almoſt every King and 
Parliament that fucceeded to the Congueff. From 
all which it is moſt evident, that this Grant of Tithes, 
made by King ETrHELwolr, was enacted for the 
whole Realm of England, and all the Lands of it; 
and that theſe Tithes were Shen, and by many oder 
ſubſequent Laws, ſettled, not only on the Clergy 


then in Being, but on and on e Succeſſors 
for ever. | 


And now I think it may be aſked, in the Words 
of the Prophet, hat could have been done more 
for God's Vineyard, that has not been done in it 2 
And yet the Adverſary and the Enemy (from Rome) 
enter the Gates of Jeruſalem, devour Jacob, and lay 
waſte his Dwelling-Place. The Popes of Rome made 
early Attempts on the Liberties of the Chriſtian 
Church; and the Power and Authority they uſurped 
and exerciſed in this Kingdom appear incredible in the 

Annals 


[43] 
Annals of it. They made themſelves abſolute Sove- 
reigns, and grew even wanton in their Power; they 
imitated the dreadful Sport of the Leviathan, who 
zakes his Paſtime in great Waters. Notwithſtanding 
ſeveral Statutes againſt PAPAL PROVISIONS® 
that had been made, and were in full Force, yet, per 
Literas ſuas bullatas REG directas, they conti- 
nued to prefer whom, and how, they pleaſed. Let 
Innocent VII. ſerve for one remarkable Inſtance, 
who by his Bull advanced RIchARD FLEMINO, firſt 
to the Biſbopric of Lincoln, next to the Arcbbi- 
ſhoprick of York, and then back 2% to His firſt 


Preferment at Lincoln. 


And all the Spoil and Ravages they conmitiad 
in the Church were done by a Fe/uitical Trick, in 
making the JUS DIVINUM no more than JUS 
ECCLESIASTICUM. The Invaders were aware 


of 


* See the Statutes for aboliſhing Papal Encroachments in England, 
placed together under Title III. in Biſhop G1sson's Codex. And *tis 
great Pity the ſame Spirit was not exerted in the Execution, as ap- 
peared in the Penning and Making of them.---Moſt of the Grava- 
mina now complained of might have been prevented; and the Church 
of England, founded in Prelacy within the Realm of England, with its 
own Prerogatives and Privileges, and entirely independent of the 
SEE of ROME, might have been much ſooner freed from the 
direful Effects of its UsuxpED Power and Tyranwy. 


F 2 


[44] 
of the ill Conſequences of Grants made againſt a 
Divine Right; * ſo, by this Satanical Device, 
by, this Jure E celle, they inveſt themſelves 


with tranſcendent Power, become the univerſal Diſ- 


penſers of the Goods of the Church, and, ex Pleni- 
tudine Poteftatis, ſtrip and rob near 4000 Churches, 
in this Nation, of the greateſt Part of their Reve- 


As the Wiles and Depths were many, which they 
made uſe of to do this Miſchief and Outrage, it may 
not be improper to point out /o-e of them. 


And APPROPRIATIONS muſt be reckon'd 
the grand Engine by which the fatal Deſign was 
effected. The Overſpreading of Abominations by 
them, and the Robbing of the Parochial Clergy of 
their Maintenance, ſoon prevailed /o far, that Soli- 
citing, and paying the Price for them at Rome, could 
procure Appropriations even to Bodies Corporate, 
however, in Law and Reaſon, incapable of ſuch a 
Tenure ;---and to Lay-Hoſpitals, Gilds, and Nun- 
neries ;----and to Lay-Brothers, &c.----and very 
Nomen were made Refors of Pariſh Churches. 


But, above all, the Monks had their various Arts 
of driving on this Trade in Holy Things. The 
I Biſhop 
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Biſhop of the Dioceſe was often their Friend * 
Aſſiſtant in it, becauſe he had been, perhaps, of the 
Jams Order, or was diſpoſed to keep up an Intereſt 

in ſo great a Body of Men. In ſhort, /o many were 
the Cauſes, and the Inſtruments, of this vil, that, 
within an Age or two, it ſeemed a Miracle how any 
Churches had eſcaped the general Calamity z=--an 
Eſcape that muſt have been owing to the Sroutnefs 
of the Patron, or to the Poverty of the Pariſh. 


The overflowing Deluge became fo violent, and 
terrible, that the Abuſes and Oppreſſions of the 
Monks fell at laſt even upon their poor Yicars : 
They laid the Burthen of Synodals and Procurations 
upon them; and, not content with hi, they ſome- 
times got a Second Appropriation of the very Vi- 
carage. 


And Monaſteries, thus raiſed and enriched, did 
not only do much Harm in themſelves, but alſo 
by their Example, as obſerved above: And even 
Cathedral Churches learned this evil Cuſtom of the 
Monks, of procuring Benefices to be annexed to Henn 
for the better Support and Maintenance of their 
State, although ab Initio non ita fuit. 


The 


| 
| 
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The learned Dr. Ryvzs, (whoſe great Note and 
Authority will warrant the Length of the Extract 
I am making from his admirable Book - Z he Poor 
Ficar's Plea) after he had ſhewed that Cathedral 


Churches had been maintained by Temporal Reve- 
nues, ſettled upon them, in great Abundance, by 


the Devotion of the People, and Munificence and 
Largeſß of the Chriſtian Emperors, obſerves, that, 


when theſe Means failed their Members, whether 


through the Indevotion of the People, or their own: 
ill Huſbandry and Management, they then began to 
caſt abroad their Eyes, and to reach out their Hands 
upon the poor Miniſters of the Country, who, having 
their Tithes, were therewithal Content, and, in 
Recompence thereof, held up pure Hands thrice 
a Day to their Maker, praying inſtantly for the 
Proſperity of the People, while they were travelling 


abroad 1 in their ſeveral Vocations. 


This Abuſe became fo great, that the Council of 
Lateran thought fit to provide againſt it, forbidding 
any Canon of a Church to meddle with a Parſonage 
in the Country : But, upon this, a certain Biſhop 
wrote unto Honorius III. Pope of Rome, com- 


plaining that the Canons of his Church, ſince the 


Lateran 
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Lateran Council were unable to live on the Reve- 
nues of their Prebends, (which were, no doubt, that 
which was left of their | Temporal Lands) being 
debarred, by the Decree of the Council, from taking 
Parſonat$s, as they did in former Times : And 
thereupon the Pope wrote back in this Manner ;--- 
Ci evidens neceſſitas, vel utilitas exigat, P rebendas 
Ecclefpe tuæ poteris de Capellis in perpetuum annec- = 
tendis iiſdem, ficut diſcretione previa expedire videris, 
augmentare, reſervatd tamen congrud Capellarum 
Preſbyteris portione. 


« Now, who could have done this,” ſays the wor- 
thy Doctor, © who could have deviſed ſuch a Trick 
to elude the Letter, and fruſtrate the Meaning, of a 
wholſome Law, but He who is a Vicar of Chriſt by 
a Patent of his ow7z making? The Law forbiddeth 
a Prebendary to take a Parſonage of the Country, 
becauſe they, being Two Livings, and each of them 
requiring the Perſonal Reſidence of the Party, were 


incompatible in Oue and the /ame Man: But the 
Pope teacheth them how to avoid this Inconvenience, 


by making the CANONRY and PARSONAGE 
(though never ſo far diſtant in Place) to become One 
Benefice by Union ; as it the Perſonal Reſidence, 

which 


Ta] 


which the Law requireth upon each of them, were 
any ways procured, or the Law fulfilled, by this 
Device. Vet it is ſaid, by a certain Canoniſt, That 
this is Optimus modus et proufio reditus Canomcorum 
: augmentandi. ---T confeſs as much : But could there 
have been a more CUT-THROAT Curſe deviſed 
for the Deſtruction of Parifh- Churches ? Tt is fit 
there ſhould be fuch Colleges i in Cathedral Churches, 
: that a Body of LEARNED MEN may be reſident 
| therein, and always ready to attend the Biſhop, and 
be converſant about him: But let them have their 
proper Maintenance, as they had in former Times, 
out of Temporal Lands, not out of Tithes, which 
properly belong to the particular Miniſters of. the 
Pariſh Churches; for, as PaNORuTTAN very well 
_ faith, © Inſtitutio Beneficiorum fundamentum ſuſ- 
cepit finaliter propter Cultum Divinum, implican- 
tem Divinorum Minifterium deſervientium in Divinis 
EO LOCO ubi inſtituuntur.“ 


It muſt give the Reader Pleaſure to ſee the Eva- 
frons and diſingenuous Dealing of Hoxokrus attacked 
with ſuch Spirit, Integrity, and Judgment, by this 
excellent Civilian : And our learned and excellent 


Dr. PaipEAuX has done the ſame by Mr. SEI DEx“s 
Arbi- 
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Deſecratiens,. and ſhewing that, long before the 
Time he allots for them, Tithes were ſettled here 
by the Laws of the Land, and due, of common 


Right, throughout the whole Kingdom, to the 
Rector of every Pariſh, till the wicked Scheme of 


Appropriations took place. This is evident from 


the Appropriations themſelves; for, if the Tirbes 
had not been fr/# ſettled on the Parochial Clergy, 


and duly paid to them, they could not have been 
appropriated to Religious Houſes. | 


Mr. Sz1ven's favourite Argument proves, then, 
a mere Chimera ; and nothing can' be plainer, than 
that our Pariſh Churches have been rifled, and diſ- 
membered, and the principal Revenues (the Tithes 
due by the Law of God as well as Man, and the 
Endowments of pious Founders) given from their true 
Uſe (the Maintenance of the Parochial Clergy) to a 
falſe Uſe,---to the Maintaining of idle People in 
Cloiſters, of which the Church had no Uſe, or Need, 
at all;---to Monks, that zhey (never compared to 
better than Drones) might eat the Sweet of the Bee, 
the- neceſſary Maintenance of the /aborious Prieſt, and 
Miniſter of the Goſpel; 3 or (according to Dr. Fur LEE) 
2] G that 


Arbitrary  Confecrations, ealling them Arbitrary 


. 
—— — — — ——— 
— LES my 


that they ſhould" receive the Wages, 


[1 


who did 2 
Work, and that the Hire of the Labourers in the 
Vineyard ſhould be given mee ed Scr T 
Nr dee o abi 1 77 
9d Ina Ong, (ars Biſhop 7 | in — Firſt 
St. Matt. iv. 9.) and ſome other Saxon 
Kings Mike in this Iſland, but they eſpecially, 
were the Greateſt Patrons to this Church of England, 


that it ever enjoyed, either before or alter their 


0 


Days : Perhaps it would poſe any . Nories in the 

World, to ſhew the like Yet, I muſt tell you, the 
Biſhop of Rome has been a great Giver to Religious 
Miintenances in the Kingdom, and which (it is very 
ſtrange ). coſt him nothing: He was never the 
Poolel; for he gave away the greateſt Part of the 
Tirbes in the Kingdom, from the Parſonaget, and 


Preaching Miniſtry, to maintain contemplative Men, 
- as 44175 15 Fan in A. e and ier 


This | 


* How different muſt ſuch Monaſteries be from thoſe of the fr 
Inſtitutions !---which had no ſtanding Revenues : Nor were the Monks 


ſuffered to receive any thing by way of Maintenance, having ſufficient, 


out of their own Labour, not only to entertain Strangers and Tra- 


vellers that came to viſit them, but to ſupply the Wants of others; 


and, reckoning hereby, they offered a reaſonable and true Sacrifice to 
God, of the Fruit of their Hands, by fuch an Oblation. 


It 


197 ] 
This was the firſt SPAWN of Iinpropriations. Now, 
this is Giving drawn by the Copy of the Devil's 
| Charters ʒimpoveriſhing the igt Ouner, to give 
4 Stranger not robbing. Pr TER, à8 We ſay, to pay 
Paui; but robbing Knowledge, to pay Ignorance ;-+- 
robbing the Pulpit, to feed lazy Lubbers : Inga 
word, it was to pluck; the Fleece from the Ss 8 
Back, to keep the Wolf warm. Main 


T he Secular Clergy \ were ſenſible of the Y; " and 
; 8861 many Occaſions to ſeek for Eaſe, and Red emp- 
tion from it, by complaining to the Ordinary, by a 
5 Repreſentation i in their & Hod, and even, 2 
V 
It ſeems, they did not think that Working was inconſiſtent with the 
other Duties of a Monk, (viz. the Improvement of a Spiritual Life, 
which was the original Thing aimed at) but ONE neceſſary Part of it. 


In the Monaſtery of Bangor (Bev ſays) there were ſo many Monks, 
that, when they were divided into Seven Parts, having each their 
diſtinct Ruler appointed them, every one of theſe particular Societies 
conſiſted of 300 Men at leaſt,---who all lived by, the Labour of their 
own Hands.----And, I preſume, the Monks in general continued the 
ſame laudable Practice for ſome Ages. 


Appropriations, then, did not only ruin the Churches from whence 
they were taken, but even ſerved to pervert and Kt the very 
- Deſign of the Monaſtick Life. 


Sir RockR Twispzx will inform the Reader (in his Piece on that 
Subject) by what Alis the Court of Rome brought the Monaſteries to 
depend upon it. 

| G 2 6 
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by Appeal 6 Rome. They bett Tha it had 
been a good did Cuſtom, in the Kingdom of Eng- 
land, for the Nector, of Pariſh Churches to live in 
| Hoſpitality and Charity; whereas @ Subdustdon of 
i —their former Profits had put them under a Neceſſit7 
| * 8 1 Cloſeneſs and Narrowneſs of Living; and their 
3 them to Oppreſſion, and Dimi- 
Re - nution of their Dues, to the great Scandal and Da- 
mage of the Univerſal Church; for, being forced 
"to remit ſome of the Duties of Piety and Divine 
a Worſhip, the Pariſpioners were therefore the more 
negligent i in paying their Tithes and Oblations ; and 
they (the poor Clergy) were leſs able to defend their 
Right to them: By which Means the Honour of 
the Church was proſtituted, the Clerical Fumction 
deſpiſed, Preaching was interrupted, the Cure of 
Souls omitted, and the Chriſtian F 175 endangered 
by the People's contemning the and Diſci- 
— pline of the Prelates. But all this was to little 


Purpoſe, while the Religious were ,o0. rich, and 
therefore too Arong for them. 


— 2 = N a * G — — — — 
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flaw of 1 Engli iſh Biſhops were, &s Degrees, 
offended with this Sacrilegious Humour of the 
Monks, eſpecially Archbiſhop Pzcxnam, and Biſhop 


GRORT- 


© Spiritual;-—they gave Jeruſalem into the Cultody 
of the Romans j —and, againſt all the Rights & 
Tithing, as contained in the Holy Scriptures, they 
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Grontrmap, The firſt vigilant Paſtor, in a Letter 
0 a certain Biſhop, greatly_diſpoſed,to favour the 
Mols, tells him, That, by thus graſping at Tithes 
and ReQories, they very much hurt the COMMON- |. 


tality; they reaped Carnal Things, without ſowing | 


gave che Levitical Portion to thoſe who were not 


4 Leviten: All which Miſchiefs, (ſays he) with many 


more, (not fit to be mentioned) do, for the moſt 
part, follow the Appropriations of Churches. 


Biſhop GRAD looked upon all Appropria- 


tions as ſo many Stratagems to rob God of his Ho- 
nour, the Prięſt of his Maintenance, and the People 
of their very Souls; and even laboured, as far as 
poſſible, to reſtore all Tithes to the Parochial Clergy. 
He did not care that the Dignities of his own Ca- 
thedral ſhould be ſupported byalmpropriations; and, 
when he delivered a Remonſtrance to the Pope, and 


Cardinals in the Council of Lyons, he did not forget 


this ſhameful Grievance of Appropriations : When 


he had lamented a great many other Evils, he ſaid, 


The 


WEALTH ;---they locked up the Gates of Hoſpi- IP 


i 30 1. 
"The Appropriation if Pariſh Churches to the Religious 


"was a maß of - perpetyating all the Jaid Evils : He 
5 a it a Thing: oft” 'Prodigiouſly wicked; and de eftruc- 
"Zive of the chief Office of Chriſt + Earth; " which 


1 ; 3 we. feed | his Flock, &. x 
* Ibs But yet this e of Ravine. * Sacrilege * 


i 


continued, and grew; ſo outrageous, that 1 it was im- 


poſſible to ſtop the Violence of it: It forced its 


Way down to the Reign of HxNRv VIII. and 7 
boiſterous Prince ſoon added Power to the F ury 
it: He readily followed the wicked | vg a het 
Monks had uſhered into the Chriſtian World; and, 
Juſt as zhey had ſtripped and plundered the Parochial 
- Churches of their * * did He rend them 
from the Monaſteries. 


He had, at this Time, the faireſt Obportiitty 
. of making the neceſſary Diſtinction between Lay- 


Fees, and Titbes, and the original Endowments in 


Glebes, &c.. and of reſtoring the Tithes, &c. to 

the Parochial Clergy But zhis Object, obvious 
and important as it was, had little Regard paid to 
it; and CRaNMER, and RIDLREVY were diſliked for 
oppoſing the Meaſures that were then in ſo much 
Vogue. Church-Goods ſeemed ſweet Morſels to the 


3 hungry 


8 


„„ 


[3s] 
hungry Courtiers; and heir ravenous Appetites igt 
be gratified; though ſucb Acquiſitions ſeldom did 
Honour, or Service, but generally much A to 
the adventurous Poſſeſſors of them. x 


Under Ep wan VI. the chief Miniſters, Ge. tel 
Advantage of his Minority, and made haſte to be 
rich upon the remaining Spoils of the Church. The 
Great Men of the Court improved their Fortunes by 


the Suppreſſion of Chantries, and other Foundationz, 


which had been granted to the King: And fo pow- 
erful was: the Contagion of the Times, that the in- 
ferior Gentry ſoon followed the Example, and con- 
ceived: themſelyes in a Capacity of doing fo, by taking 
into their Hands the Yearly Profits of-2hoſe Benefices, 
of which, by Law, they only: were > entruſted with 

the A erm | 


= | Biſhop Latimer complains of this Abuſe: And 
in his printed Sermons we find, That the Gentry 
at that Time invaded the Profits of the Church, 
leaving the Title only to the Incumbent; and that 
an were put by them into ſeveral Cures, 
to ſave their Penſuns ; that many Benefices were laid 
in Fee-Farms, or given unto Servants ſor keeping of 
| Hounds, Hawks, and H and for making of 
| | Gar- 
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Gardens; and, finally, that the poor Clergy, being 
ihr . ee 9 * p38 


9 Cn... 


* The Sacrilegious at ele ht Ties in ny 


| - pen can hardly be parallelled. 


'Tx xJaw'could/not be tempted; by any Offers, to permit Publick 
Biths'to be made where C28 ar's Temple once ſtood: The Holy 
Grownd muſt not be prophaned- by Secular Employment; for ſo ſays 
Puxy,---Licet Aides Sacra Cx Aub Caxsakts collapſa fit,” Religio tamen 


occupat Solum. But the Lord-Prote&tor, and Uncle to Epwarp VI. 
had no ſuch ſuperſtitious and heatheniſh Scruples : He pulls down Two 


Churches, Two. Chapels, and Three Epiſcopal Houſes, for Ground and 


Materials to build Somer ſet- Houſe. 


And it appears, from Mr. Sruryr's Mimdirs of Archbiſiop 


Cnax MRR, (fee Mr. Wilsow's admirable Letter to Secretary Czcvr, 
in the Appendix, No. 93) that a Gentleman of a Town (Childerlay ) not 
far from Cambridge, pulled down all the Houſes in the Pariſh, except 

bis own; and ſo there being none to frequent the Church, the Inhabi- 
tants being gone, he uſed the ſaid Church partly for a STABLE 


for his HORSES, and partly fora BARN for his CORN and 
STRAW. 


It being very diſagreeable to purſue this wicked Spirit, I will | only 


take notice of one'Inſtance more of its Malignity : And 1 find, that 
Sir HENRY SPELMAN's celebrated Book---De non temerandis Eccle- 


fis, &c. was wrote to a Gentleman of Norfolk, who, having an Appro- 
priate Parſonage, employed the Church to prophane Uſes, and left 


the Pariſhioners uncertainly proviegs for Divine Service in a Perth 


there adjoining. 
I would take the Liberty to recommend Dr. Kzxnrr's Edition 


of this and The Hiſtory of Sacrilege, with his own moſt excellent 


Book---The Caſe of Impropriations, &c.---not at all concerned at the 
Reader's ſeeing what Uſe I have made of them, it being a principal 
Part of my Buſineſs, to collect al the Authorities I well could, in Aid 


of ſo important a Subject; and ſome, perhaps, have not been owned. 


[57] 


themſelves into Gentlemen's 5 Houſes % and there to 
ſerve as Clerks of the Kitchen, Surveyors, Re- 
ceivers * :” All which Enormities (though tending fo 
prend) to tlie Diſhonour of God, the Diſſervice 
of the Church, and Diſgrace of Religion) were gene- 
rally connived at by the Lords, and ozhers, - (who 
7 had the Power to reform the ſame) becauſe they 
a not queſtion zho/e who had ſo miſerably in- 
vaded the Church-Patrimony, without condemning 
themſelvert: 


| Biſhop Buzner (in his Riches f Princes &c.) 
relates, That, when Cloraixz, King of France, 
made a Law, that the Biſhops ſhould pay the Third 
Part of their Revenues into his Treaſury, moſt of 
them ſubmitted, though unwillingly; only -Inzu- 
RIOSUS, Biſhop of Tours, refuſed to do it, and with 
great Boldneſs told the King,---** That, if he robbed 
the Poor of That by which they were to ſubſiſt, and 
took away That which was conſecrated to God, he 


would 


* Thus were the poor Vicars impoveriſhed in the preceding Reign, 
and not able to live without applying themſelves to Secular Affairs: 
They generally turned Farmers to the Religious, and rented of them 
the Glebe and Tithes at ſuch a Value as their Lode pleaſed to deal with 
them. . 

+ See Dr. HevLin's Ecclefia Reſtaurata, P. 61. 
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would take his K ingdom from him. This had uch 


Effects on Cl or AIRE, that he repealed his Law, 
and beſought the Biſhop to recommend him in his 
Prayers to God, that what he had done amiſs might 


be forgiven him. 


It is an inexpreſſible Misfortune to the Church of 
England, that ſome of the Engliſb Kings and their 
Courts have not been more ſtrongly influenced by 


ſuch Conſiderations. 


„ But our Princes, and their Miniſters, ' fays 
Biſhop KxNxNRTT in his excellent Monitions, &c. 


to the Clergy of the Dioceſe of Peterborough, 


« through Haſte, and Love of Lucre, transferred 
the Debt due to God and the Church, without 
troubling themſelves for the D:/charge of it; and 
ſo it continued a Burthen upon the Honour and 
Conſcience of the Nation, always a ſenſible Grievance, 


with perpetual Murmurs and Complaints, and yer 


with no effectual Remedy.“ 


However, he obſcrves elſewhere, © That we may 
look upon it as a Bleſſing, that, whatever the Practice 
of Men in Power has been, no Principles have been 


advanced in Defence of Sacrilege.” 


Even 
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Even Mr. Sz1Dtn himſelf (who wrote his H;/fory 
of. Tithes ſo little in favour of the Church and Clergy, 
that he was brought to Submiſſion and Acknowledg- 
ment for it) was fo far from juſtifying the Aliena- 
tion of Tithes and Offerings from the Altar, that he 


is ſound and ſerious in this Cenſure of it:“ Let 


him that detains them (and believes them not due 
Jure Divino) think of the ancient . Dedications of 
them made to Holy Uſes: And, however they were 
abuſed to Superſtition, yet follows it not, without 
farther Conſideration, that therefore, although fo 
dedicated, they might be prophaned to Common 
Uſes and Lay Hands.---I doubt not, but that every 
good Man wiſhes that, at our Diffolution of Mo- 
naſteries, both the Lands and Impropriated Tithes, 
and Churches poſſeſſed by them, (that is, Things 
ſacred to the Service of God, although abuſed by 
ſuch as had them) had been beſtowed rather for the 
Advancement of the Church to a better Maintenance 
of the labouring and deſerving Miniſtry, to the 
Relief of the Poor, and other ſuch good Uſes as 
might retain in them, for the Benefit of the Church, 
or Commong-Wealth, a Character of the Wiſbes of 
Thoſe who'fir/# with Devotion dedicated them, than 


H 2 con- 
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6 with ſuch a prodigal Diſpenſation, as it 
happened, on thoſe who ſtood ready to devour what 
was ſanified, and have (in no ſmall Number) ſince 
found Juch Inheritances hence derived to them but as 
Ss jus's Horſe, or the Gold of Thoulouſe.” | 


And in another Place he expreſſes himſelf thus.--- 
« And, for Laymen' s Right to the Appropriated 
| Tithes, examine it thus. May that, which either 
Grant, or Preſcription, or other Civil Right, once 
ſettled, and ſo even conſecrated to God and Holy 
Uſes, although abuſed, be afterwards prophaned to 
Lay Hands? But it is a groſs Error to make it 


clear, as many pretend to do, that, if Tithes be not 
due to the Prieſthood Jure Divino morali, the Ap- 


propriated Tithes may ſtill be poſſeſſed with good 
Conſcience by Laymen.— The many Execrations 
annexed to the Deeds of Conveyance of them, and 
poured forth againſt ſuch as ſhould divert them to 
prophane Uſes, ſhould be thought on; and let them 
remember, alſo, who ſays that it is a Dęſfruction for 
a Man to devour what is conſecrated.” 


Such are Mr. SELDEN's Sentiments in the Matter; 
and they ſufficiently ſhew, that he himſelf. as well as 
- many other learned and worthy Men, would have 


been 


614 
been heartily glad to have ſeen the Beneficium and 
Officium united again in indiſſoluble Bands, and the 


poor, pillaged, and diſmembered Church, reſtored to 
its ancient Rights, State, and Beauty. 


Mr. LAMBARD (in his Perambulation of Kent) gives 
his Judgment in this Affair in the following me- 
morable Words. An Appropriation is ONE, 
among many, of thoſe monſtrous Births of Covetouſ- 
neſs begotten by the Man of Rome in the dark 
Night of Superſtition, and yet /uffered to live in 
this Day-Light of the Goſpel, to the great Hindrance 
of Learning, the Impoveriſhment of the Miniſtry, 
and the Infamy of our Profeſſion ;---Reaſons ſuffi- 
cient to alarm a Legiſlature, and to procure the 
immediate Redreſs of a Grievance of ſo horrid and 
gigantick a Size.” 


The Great Lord-Chancellor Bacon is alſo very 
full and explicit on the ſame Occaſion. He declares 
the Church of England a Conſtitution of the Di- 


vine Law, from which Human Laws cannot dero- 


gate; that thoſe, that /erve at the Altar, ſhould live 
of the Altar ; that thoſe, which diſpenſe Spiritual 
Things, ſhould reap Temporal T hings, in a Proportion 
not ſmall, or neceſſitous, but plentiful and liberal. It 

were 
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were to be wiſhed, that Impropriations were returned 


to the Church, as the moſt proper: and natural En- 
dowments thereof. In my o] Opinion, and Senſe, 
I muſt confeſs (let me ſpeak it with Reverence) that 


ALL the Parliaments ſince the 27th and 31ſt of 


HENRY VIII. (who gave away Impropriations from 
the Churchꝰ) ſeem to me to ſtand in a Sort oονο⁰ν]., 
and obliged to God, in Conſcience, to do /omewhat for 
the Church, to reduce the Patrimony thereof to a 
Competency ; for, ſince they have debarred Chriſt's 
Wife of a great Part of her Dowry, it were Reaſon 


they made her a competent Jointure. 


The learned Author of The Hiftory of the Refor- 
mation, (perfectly acquainted with every material 
Circumſtance of this Subject) is found to concur in 
the ſame Judgment of it. He ſays, (in the Preface 
to the Second Part) What greater Scorn can be 
put on Religion, than to provide ſo ſcantily for zho/e 

that 


* Dottor KEN NET T, in his Parochial Antiquities, obſerves, That 


Sacrilege, or Alienation to Laymen, and to prophane and common 
Purpoſes, of what was given to religious Perſons, and to pious. Uſes, 


was a Guilt which many of our Forefathers were very tender of incur- 
ring; and therefore, when the Order of Knights-Templars was dil- 
ſolved, their Lands were given to the Knights-Hoſpitallers of Feru- 
ſalem, for this Reaſon, — ue in pics uſus Erogata contra donatorum volun- 
tatem in alios uſus diſtraberentur. 
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hes are truſted with the Care of Souls, that ſome 


Hundreds of Pariſhes in England pay not Ten 


Pounds a Year to their Paſtors, and perhaps ſome 
Thouſands, not Fifty? This is to be numbered 
among thoſe crying Sins that are bringing down 
Vengeance on us, fince, by this, many Souls are left 
to periſh, becauſe it is not poſſible to provide them 
with able and faithful Shepherds. I ſhall not exa- 
mine all the particular Reaſons that have obſtructed 
the Redreſs of this Miſchief ; but zho/e concerned in 
it may ſoon find ſome of them out in themſelves. 


And here, I acknowledge, a great and juſt Neu 
dice lies againſt our Reformation, which 20 Man 


can fully anſwer. 


But, how faulty ſoever we may be in this Parti- 
cular, the Church of Rome hath little Reaſon to 
object it to us, ſince the fir? and true Occaſion of 
it was of their own doing. Our Fault is, that, at 
the Diſſolution of the Monaſteries, Re/titution was 
not made to the Pariſh Prieſts of what the Popes 
had /acrilegioufly taken from them. And, now we 
are upon the utter Extirpation of Popery, let us not 
retain zh7s Relique of it: And I pray God to inſpire 
and direct his Majeſty, and his Two Houſes of Par- 

3 liament, 


— 
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lament, effectually to remove this Juſt and ex 
Scandal of our Engl, at Reformation.” 


In caſe, then, the Excifion of this mof deft ruc- 
tive Relique of Popery, the excellent Hiſtorian is 
ſo much againſt retaining, ſhould at laſt be deter- 


mined, I hope ſome other Remnants ay be baniſhed 
out of the Nation 25 it. 


& It will, of courſe, take Vicars, Vi icarages, (Name 
and Thing) Stipendiaries, &c. along with it; but 
I would ſtill willingly add ſeveral other agrecable 


Companions to the Train. 


Peace be to LynDwood's Manes And let the 
Canon Lau, the Legatine and Provincial Conſtitu- 
tions, &c. be all prepared for the happy Journey. 


We are informed by Biſhop Bux NET, that, in the 
Year 1544, an Act paſſed for reviſing the Canon 
Law, and for drawing up ſuch a Body of Eccle- 
ſiaſtical Laws“ as s ſhould have Authority in Eng- 

f OB. land. 


This great Deſign, of purging the Canon Law by a new Collec- 
tion, ended with the Life of H. VIII. but was ſet on foot again in the 
ſucceeding Reign; and Archbiſhop CRAxMER, c. compiled that 
excellent Model of Laws for the Church, which is entitled Reformatio 


f Legum 


1 
4 This -CzANMRR preſſed often with — Ve- 
hemence, and, to ſhew the Neceſſity of it, drew out 
a ſhort Extract of ſome Paſſages in the Canon 
Law, to ſhew how indecent a Thing it was, to let 
a Volume, in which aach Laws were, be Hudied, or 
e any lon ger in E ngland +. 


Another 
Legum Ecclefiaſticarum, and what, it is to be hoped, (ays Biſhop 
Bunxzr) will, at ſome Time or other, be taken up again and per- 
fected. 

Mr. Jonnsow, in his General Preface to his Collection of Ecde: 
ſiaſtical Laws, ſays, It muſt be owned, that 'tis a great Unhappi- 
neſs in our Conſtitution, that it is not all of a Piece, and that our Diſ- 
cipline and Eccleſiaſtical Government were not wholly new-modelled, 
as well as our Worſhip and Doctrine, at the Beginning, of the Refor- 
mation, or ſince that Time. Every body knows the Story of the 
intended Reformation of the Eccleſiaſtical Laws, and how it miſcarried. 

I wiſh, with all my Heart, that, in due Seaſon, the Convocation, whole 
proper Buſineſs it is, may be fo far countenanced by the Legiſlature, 
(without which it is impoſſible) as that ſo good a Work may be 
brought to Maturity. 

« In the Reign of our good Queen, the Convocation gave ſufficient 
Proof of their good Diſpoſition to contribute all, that lay in their 
Power, to this excellent End : But their Endeavours proved ab- 
ortive, as they muſt ever do, while under ſuch Reſtraints, unleſs in 
ſome critical JunCture, when the Legiſlature ſhines upon them.” * 


* See No. 27 in Biſhop BuxxET's Collection of Records, Vol. as 


+ The Reader will be pleaſed with the Notice the ingenious Editor 
of the Reformatio Legum, &c. in t640, takes of the Canon Law, 1 in 


his moſt excellent Preface to It. 
I gas De- 


1 66 } 


Another Thing, we might do well in parting 
with, is---COMMENDAMS, which, (Dr. Ryves 
tells us) though not utterly, and in all Caſes, to be 
condemned, yet the eminent Rezuyevs, ſeeing the 
ton Exceſs — Abuſe of them in the Place where 

he lived, calleth PENNICIEM ET EXITIUM TOTIUS 


REI- 


ee Denique couſque intumeſeit magnitudinia hic ECCLE-+ 
SIARCHA, ut, qui Leges prius ab aliis accipere, atque in ordine 
teneri ſit ſolitus, nunc inverſa rerum ſcena, Leges ipſe imponit aliis, 
ac Jura. præ ſcribit univerſis:Quod Jus nunc CANONICUM 
appellamus ; z in quo ipſo Jure, neque ullum tamen modum tenet 
illus impudentia, quin Leges Legibus, Decreta Decretis, er lis inſu- 
per Decretalia, aliis alia, atque etiam alia accumulet, nec ullum pene 
Katuit cumulandi finem, donec tandem ſuis CLEMENTIxIS Sextinis, 
intra et extravagantibus Conſtitutionibus Provincialibus, et Synodalibus, 
Paleis, Gloſſulis, Sententiis, Capitulis, Summariis, Reſcriptis, Breviculis, 
Cafibus longis et brevibus, ac infinitis Rhapſodiis, adeo orbem confarci- 
navit, ut ATLAS MONS, quo ſuſtineri Cœlum dicitur, huic 
(fi imponeretur) oneri vix ferendo ſufficeret.” | 


This Multiplicity of Laws is not to be much wondered at, as a 
Rhapſody. of Things (ſays Goporphix) is contained in many of 
them, that greatly tended to the Advantage of his Holineſs's Purſe, 


who made them more rid, and narrower, that the greater Plenty of 
Diſpenſations might be granted. 


But, however that might be, as the Quinteſſonce of Lyxpwoop's 
Canons (according to Goportenin) is ſeparated from the Popiſh 
Trumpery intermixed with them, and chiefly compoſes thoſe of 1603, 
no one would chuſe to rake in a Kennel for what he may now eaſily 
find without any ſuch diſagreeable Labour. 
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Rerevaiice CurnisTiaNE, becauſe they are never 
granted without ſome Nuiſance to the Ghurch. 1 
think, in Nomiſb Countries, no Benefice, that has 
Cure of Souls, i. e. no Parſonage, or Biſhoprick, 
can be conferred in Commendam, but by the Power 
of the Pope; and tis great Pity the Practice ſhould 
be retained in England, as a mere Expedient to take 


off the Incompatibility of the Perſon by the Nat ature 
of the Benefice. 


One would rather diſpenſe with ſomewhat leſs 
Port, and outward State, os leaſt for a Time) than 


give any juſ Occaſion to the Enemy to ſpeak Evil 
of us. 


In Biſhop Buzxer's 5th Chapter of The Ri gbr 
of Princes, &c. we have a Relation, which I will 
not paſs by.---It is ſaid, of Abo, Biſhop of Vienna, 
that he had this always in his Mouth, and in his 
Thoughts, That the Goods of the Church were the 


Patrimonies of the Poor; and that a Churchman © 


ought not to uſe them but for his NECESSITIES:? 


And, purſuant to that Maxim, his whole Family 
conſiſted but of One Prieſt, and One Servant; and 


by this Example he let all Prelates ſee, that F- who 
is Great in himſelf, needs not an. Equipage and Ser- 


wants t0 make him appear Great. a 
12 
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Ik. Commendams, then, do no real Service, or 
Honour, to the Church, but rather obſtruct and 
deſtroy its Diſcipline, and may be Inlets alſo to 
other diſagreeable and offenſive Practices; there can 


be no Doubt, but that it will be for the Credit of 
lien, to get rid of them. 


And few good Men ſeem to have an y better 
Opinion of OPTIONS: They apprehend, that 
the Proteſtant Religion receives more Hurt and Diſ- 
grace from them, than even Popery itſelf ever did. 
The ancient Way being to name the Perſon, not the 
Promotion, fewer Diſputes might ariſe from the 
firſt Method, than by committing /uch Truſts. to 
Executors : And I believe the Publick has Reaſon 
enough to be fully convinced of it. 


And, when a proper Conveyance 1s preparing for 
the Removal of zhe/e Popiſh Remains, the ſame may 
be made convenient to take in the Peculiars alſo, 
of which Gopolrnhix fays,---it would be Happy if 
they were all thrown up, and only ſubjected to the 
Juriſdiction of the Dioceſan. 


Theſe old Papal Cuſtoms diſcredit the Church of 
England; and all its fincere Members wiſh to ſee 
em lopped off, and aboliſhed. And 
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And it would be a ſingular Honour to, and an | 
everlaſting Monument of the Wiſdom and Goodneſs 
of, che Legiſlature, to clear the Nation of tlie per- 
nicious Remnants of Popery, and to diſcharge the 
Debt (Lord Bacon makes due) to the Church, by 


reſtoring to it her ancient Patrimony, her Endow- 
ments, Tithes, and all her Rights. 1 


The Memorial of it will never r be forgotten, — 
6 The Prieſts will blow the Trumpet in Zion; and 
Joy and Gladneſs ſhall be found e 
giving, and the Voice of Melody.“ The People 
alſo will tell of their Wiſdom, and the my 4 
tion ever ſnew forth their Praiſe.” 


By what Fund, or Means, this great and 4efirable 
Work is to be effected, many will be eager to know: 
And they may be aſſured, that 20 Injury is intended 
to the Poſſeſſors of A ppropriations or Impropriations, 
nor any Deſign formed to call in quiron, or im- 
peach, their Titles. 


It appears, indeed, from a Variety of Inſtances, - 
that many Lay-Impropriators, believing they could 
not with perfect Innocence enjoy /uch Eſtates, . have 


generouſly reſtored them to the Churches they did 
originally belong to. | e 
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1 
Haweyer, others," knowing well that their An- 
"ecſtors purchaſed the Imp ns they have, for a 
valuable Conſideration, and left them as Proviſions 
for their Families, and had been many Years in quiet 
Poſſeſſion of them, think they have 10 Reaſon to 
de unea{y. « on the Occaſion : Nor is it the Deſign 
of theſe Papers to, create ary Diſturbance in their 
Minds ; only, a pious Writer on this Subject hints, 
They weld do well to bear in Mind, to what Uſes 

the Eſtates they enjoy were once given, and, for a 
long Time, how very honeſtly applied; and how 
pitiable'a Thing it is, that they ſhould ever have 
been miſapplied ; and, by ſuch Conſiderations, to diſ- 


poſe themſelves to contribute to theſe ſaid pious Uſes 
what their Circumſtances will permit“. 


* "a 


* Theſe Particulars are well * by ſome Lmproprietiars' and 
their Miniſters do, by ſeveral Ways, find the good Effects of it. 


Some good Ladies, who have only a Leaſe of a Parſonage from a 
Cathedral Church, and have little or no other Connexion with the 
Pariſh, are yet exceedingly kind to the Vicar,---ſeem to think he has 


{till a latent Sort of a Claim to the Tithes, and will be giving obliging 
Teſtimonies of it. 


The Learned, Pious, and Honourable Rozzrr BovLE, Eſq, by 
his laſt Will and Teſtament, dated Fuly 18, 1691, gave a certain Sum 
of Money to Sir RonzRr Sou rw III, to be diſtributed by him 

among Clergymen's Widows and Children, eſpecially of ſuch as had 
Sen Incumbents and Reſidents in the ſeveral Pariſhes, of which he 
bad the IMPROPRIATIONS in the Kingdom of Ireland. | 


1711 
If che Caſe "requires, "that they ſhould: fell ths 
Impropriate T ithes, moſt of them (no doubt) would 
be more ready to take a valuable Conſideration. for 
them, when they ſee the laudable Care and Concern 
of the Publick to gain them back to the Church,--- 
nay, would rather abate in a Purchaſe made for God, 


and the Poor Clergy, than if it were only a Convey- 
ance from one Lay Hand to another. 


Lord Bacon, in his Certain Confiderations touch- 
ing the Church of England, ſaid thus to his Majeſty : 
— Further, that Impropriations ſhould: not be 
ſomewhat leſs deeply charged than Revenues of like 
Value, (methinks) cannot well be denied, both in 
Regard of the ancient Claim of the Church, and the 
Intention of the fir/t Giver ; and, again, becauſe 
they have paſled, in Valuation, between Man and 
Man, ſomewhat at a 4% Rate, in Regard of the ſaid 


Pretence, or Claim of the Church, in Conſcience, 
before God.” 


But it is Time to enquire, if the Government 
ſhould vouchſafe a favourable Eye to this Propoſal, 
and think it neceſſary that Reftitution ſhould be 
made to h Pariſhes which had been robbed of their 


I Reve 


* 1 
1 
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R nues in order to erect Abbeys, &c. how a Fund 

be raiſed, in any Degree ſufficient for accom- 
pliſhing ſo extenfive,and coſtly a Delign. - To this 
1 aufer, "That, if a Fund Bad not been fully in 
my View, and” adjudged, by ſo Great a Man as 
Dr. PaibzAux, adeguate to the Purpoſe, I ſhould 
never have taken up my Pen in this Suit. 


* 
- 
. 


This * and excellent Perſon ſays, (6 The 
Honour and Glory of God have exceedingly ſuffered, 
in our Land, by the Impropriating Predial, and 

Mixed Tithes, and the Taking away of Perſona! 

Tithes, which were devoted to the Support hereof : 
And both theſe are great Blots on the Times in 
which they were done; for hereby the Portion ſet 

a for the haiſters of Religion being either 
wholly withdrawn, or greatly diminiſhed, God's 
Harveſt hath ever ſince wanted, in too many Places 
of this Realm, ſufficient Labourers to work therein, 
that, which the Sacrilege hath left in thoſe Places, 
being, for the moſt part, too little, either to main- 
tain them in this Work, or to put them in a Capacity 
of doing i it with that Succeſs which is neceſſary. 


| * The Queen's Majeſty's late Bounty to the 
Church hath laid a vigy good Foundation for the re- 


deeming 


_"E98] 
deeming again Impropriations to it, were:this Bounty 
wholly appropriated” thereto : And to a berter Uſe, 
1. am. poſitive to ſay, it cannot be applied; and, 


having the Honour to be one of the Com miſſioners 


for the Diſpoſal of this Bounty, I have the more 
Right to 3 my Judgment herein. And, if it 
be laid out for the Buying in of Impropriations again 
to Pariſh Churches from which they have been alie- 
nated, it is ſufficient to buy in Twenty or Thirty of 
them every Year * ; and, if thus, Year by Year, 
the Work be carried on, it will help, every Year, 
to deliver us from the greateſt Miſchief which the 
Church bath groaned under ſince the Time of the 
Reformation, and, in Proceſs of Time, will wholly 
remove it from us.“ 


* I preſume, this Fund may be capable of doing much greater Ser- 
vice, and that the Reaſons for its being applied this Way are even 
ſtronger now than when Doctor PRIDE aux wrote his Book. 


I + See his Vindication of the Award of King CHARLES I. 375.--- 
where he further ſays,---< And, if the Forfeitures of all thoſe Lands, 
and other Donations, which are given, contrary to Law, for the 
Maintaining of Popiſh Prieſts here, and Popiſh Monaſteries and Con- 
vents beyond Sea, were all taken by the Government, and aſſigned to 
the ſame Uſe, the whole Work would be ſoon done, and the Church reſtored 
to a Competency of Revenue, which is neceſſary for it. Theſe Donations, 
now 1n the Hands of the Popiſh Party for thoſe ſuperſtitious and un- 
lawful a are computed, by ſuch as can gueſs beſt of the Matter, 
K 0 
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I hope no Well-wiſhers to it will gag, and be 


dilmayed in the Purſuit, though, even in —— Me- 


thod of proceeding, the long'd-for Deliverance 
| ſhould not ſeem quite fo near as they would be glad 


to have it. They may expect, that nu powerful 
Auxiliaries will come in to their Aſſiſtance, as there 
are (no doubt) Ai in the Nation more Warness, 
Prunus, Colsrons, Turners, GopolrHINs, @fc. 
whoſe generous Notice ſuch Occaſions will never 
eſcape. 

And the Benefactions and Eſtates, that are given 
for the Augmentation of ſmall Livings, may, by 
proper Authority, be all united to the Royal Bounty 
for this extended and general Service. 


In ſhort, nothing ſeems to be wanting, but the 
Approbation and Aid of Parliament : And, That 
once obtained, the Nation would ſoon ſee (probably 
in leſs than Thirty Years) the joytul Day, and the 
happy Influences of it: The Clergy (like the Su- 


namite IF: 


to amount, in Value, to (at leaſt) a Million. of Money : And, it 
being by this Fund that they are enabled to carry on their dark and 
helliſh Deſigns, whereby they are continually working for the Subver- 
fion of our Church and State, we can never be ſafe, as to either, till 
it be wholly taken from thein.” 
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namite) would then have all that was their 86, their 
Houſes, and Lands, and all the Fruits of the Field, 
reſtored to them ; and with what Triumph will they 


now fing,---O thou Enemy | Deſtructions are come 
to 4 perpetual End | &. 


2 great Effects of this eee od 

viſibly appear in the Church, by a ſpeedy Removal 
of all I Abufes and corrupt Practices, that have crept 
into, and brought much Diſhonour upon it. 


That of Pluralities is moſt notorious and offenſive. 
« Although the Clergy,” ſays Gopoieain, © have 
ever been had in the higheſt Repute, both with 
Prince and People, where the Goſpel has been 
received, and honoured with divers Privileges and 
Immunities above the Laity, yet the LAW hath 
ever held it as prejudicial to the Church, That 
Plures Honores Eccleſiaſticæ uni Perſonæ ſint tri- 
buendi: And one Reaſon, given for forbidding them, 
is becauſe it was looked upon as a Vice ſmelling 
of Avarice and Ambition, and dangerous and preju- 


dicial to the People, whoſe Souls are neglected by 
ſuch Paſtors*.” <7 a 


» Biſhop Bux NET, in his Life of Biſhop BzpeLL, ſays, After 
he had recovered ewt of the Spoil made by his PRO; and 
K 2 o 
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Jam by no means fond of producing Inſtances of 
this Sort; but Mr. WnaR TON ſays, That, notwith- 
ſtanding * Canon juſt mentioned, (and: ozhers, he 
quotes) yet now One Perſon is ſometimes a Biſbop, 
an Archdeacon, and Pariſh Priefſt,---nay, (which 
ferner! ly would have been accounted MONSTROUS) 
in the Dioceſe of another Biſhop. In other Perſons 


we ſee the Dignities of a Dean, + Pre- 
bendary, and Pariſh Prieſt.” 


Dr. App1s0N, in his Modeſt Plea, &c. 5 intreats the 
Clergy to wave all zho/e Tee which, contrary to 
| the 
ſo put himſelf into a 8 to ſubſiſt, he went about the Reforming 
of Abuſes : And the firſt Thing he undertook was---Pluralities, by 
which one Man had a Cure of Souls in ſo many different Places, that 
it was not poſſible to diſcharge his Duty to them : And, to let his 
Brethren ſee that he would not lay a heavy Burthen on them, in which 
he would not bear his own Share, he reſolved to part with one of his 
Biſhopricks ; for, though Ardagb was conſidered as a ruined See, and 
had long gone as an Acceſſary to Kilmore, and continues to be ſo ſtill, 
yet, ſince they were really Two different Sees, he thought he could 
not decently oblige his Clergy to renounce their Pluralities, unleſs he 
fet them an Example, and renounced his own, even after he had been 
at a conſiderable Expence in recovering the Patrimony of Ardagh , 
and, though he was ſufficiently able to diſcharge the Duty of both 
Sees, (they being contiguous and ſmall) and though the Revenue of 
both did not exceed a Competency, yet he would not ſeem to be 
guilty of that which he ſo ſeverely condemned in others, and there- 
fore reſigned Ardagh to Dr. RichAR DSO, and ſo was now only 
Biſhop of : Azimore. 2 


[ 75+ 
the Primitive Canons, give Leave to hold Church- 
Preferments in ore Dioceſes than One; an Abuſe 
brought in by the Papacy, when the See of Nome, 
ſeeking Benefices all over Chriſtendom, granted Pri- 


vileges to diſſolve the Ancient Diſcipline, on purpoſe 
to enrich themſelyes and their Favourites. 


Biſhop Burner wills « rarkay chars to bs foros 
to have a greater Number of Clerks than can be 
decently maintained, that ſome Method was found 
out to make it eaſier, than by Law it is at preſent, 
to hold. To Benefices : But a due Care in this Matter 
has 20 Relation to the Accumulating of Livings at 
great Diſtances {every one of which can well ſupport . 

an Incumbent) upon the ſame Pefſon, merely for 
che Making of a Family, for the Supporting of 
Luxury and Vanity, or for other baſe and covetous 


Deſigns.” 


Strange ! that /uch Pluralities, as had their Riſe in 
the moſt corrupt Ages of Popery*, ſhould ever get 


uch Footing in a Proteſtant Church 
| W The 


* See the amazing Teſtimonies, collected by Archbiſhop Tit- 
LOTSON, (in his Rule of Faith) of the Wickedneſs, Ignorance, and 
Superſtition, of ſeveral Centuries before LuTHzR : And it mult be 

ai 


© 
. 
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Precedeats are 3 at dea bene 


were for any Reſtraint”. - 
When Legate » N $ ED — — bad 


drawn up to enforce the Two Lateran Decrees 


againſt Pluralities, was publickly read in Council, 


Warirzh D CanTeziyr, Biſhop of Worcgſter, laid 
off his Mitre, and thus ſpake to the Legate :--- 


Holy Father | ſince many Noblemen, that have 
ſuch Blood as mine running in their Veins, hold 
old, and have lived magnificently, it would be too 
hard to reduce them to a diſgraceful Poverty by De- 
privation. Some of them are young and bold, and 
would run the laſt Riſque rather than be confined to 


One Benefice. I know this by »2y/e/f ; for, before 


I was advanced to this Dignity, I reſolved with my- 
ſelf, that, if by Virtue of ſuch Conſtitution I muſt 
loſe One Benefice, I would loſe All. Tis to be 


feared 


many of the Popes of theſe Ages that BELLARMINE himſelf believed 
in a long Train to have gone to the Devil.---CniLLINGwoRTH, P. 226. 
To what enormous Pitch Pluralities were got, when Archbiſhop 
Pzcxnam fo worthily and vigorouſly attacked them, may be gueſſed 
at by the Score of Pluraliſts (who all died while Pzcxnam fat Arch- 
biſhop) produced by Mr. WrarTon, P. 147, of Pluralities. 


% 
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feared there are many of this Mind: Therefore we 


beſeech your Paternity to conſult our Lord the Pope 


in this Point.” -—'Tis probable this Speech was the 
Occaſion of dropping the ene. 


But, as theſe Lateran | Decrees (according to 


Mr. Joanson) have been declared, by our Judges, 


to be as binding as an Act of Parliament, I hope 
Pluralities have not yet got. ſo much Root among 
us, but that, as they (at leaſt the Abuſe of them) 
and Appropriations came pretty much together into 


the Church, they may. be made to e each 
other out of it. 


There are other Reaſons why the L. A forbids 
Pluralities, vis. becauſe it enjoins Refidence ; both 
which are inconſiſtent in the /ame Incumbent :---As, 


alſo, that by them the pious IJntentioms of Founders 
are fruſtrated+. 
But, 

* See JonnsoNn's Canons, &c. 1237. 

+ Ic is moſt ſurprizing, that a celebrated and worthy Author, 
(whoſe Name I have often mentioned) fo much eſteemed in the 
Learned World for his Exactneſs, Judgment, and Care, in many 
other Things of great Note and Conſequence, ſhould run into ſo huge a 
| Miſtake, as to aſſert, and endeavour to defend, That Plurality of 

Benefices with Cure of Souls is not contrary to the firſt Deſign of Paro- 
cbial Endowments.. 


The 


. 


But, alas! the! excellent? and noble Deſigns of 
Founders, with reſpect to Rifidence, were perverted, 
and ac Gerd," by other Means, by their 
Churches being deſpoiled of their Endowments 
and Revenues, and the Incumbents robbed of the 
Maintenance that x Was Moupyl for the SEP of this 


el Refidence. F 


*% 4 


— have PR. ans to ſhew how. i it is to be 
recovered : And thoſe eminent and | vigilant Prelates, 
who have taken the utmoſt. Pains to acquaint them- 
felves with the State of their Dioceſes, , and the 
Wants and Burthens of the Country Clergy, have 
found, and declared as much, . That there could 
be very little done in any other Diſcipline and Go- 
vernment of the Church till the Caſe of 1 mpropria- 


tions was, at leaſt, ſomewhat amended.” 
And 


The Authors of The Caſe of Pluralities and Non-Reſidence rightly 
ſtated, and of Pluralities indefenſible, have ſhewn, in Anſwer, . That 
nothing in the whole World can be plainer, than that the Motive to 
theſe Great Men, in their Parochial Endowments, was---the particular 
Good of Themſelves, Families, and Tenants, likely to accrue to them 
from the conſtant Refidence of a Prieft amongſt them, who might be 
always ready to inſtruct them.”-----See allo BIN OHA's Antiquities, 
B. VI. C. iv. Sect. 8. 


[8] 


And all the Anſwer, that Biſhop BuznzT could 


give. to Complaints againſt Pluralities and Mon- 


Reſidence, was- That our Reformation was not 


yet arrived at that full Perfection which was to be 
defired. 5 


ba 10 The Truth is,” ” ſays Biſhop Kennsrr, TY thet 
Arguments for bearing with Pluralities and Non- 
Reſidence can never be anſwered, but by the Refti- 


tution of Impropriate Tithes to the Parochial Clergy. 


If ever the Piety and Wiidom of this Nation can 


accompliſh that good Work, and make every Church 


ſufficient for a Miniſter, hen would ſuch a Law of 


Ane have no reaſonable Objection made to it.” 
hat will make a Clinch 2 Brio has been a 


Queſtion very much agitated. Dr. Ryves would 


not preſume to preſcribe in the, Caſe himſelf, but 


gives a neceſſary Caution to others in doing it :--- 


« We muſt beware, that, whilſt we reckon All too 


little for ourſelves, we think not every TIS 1 
for the Miniſter of the Church. it 


As Dr. PkiDraux is pretty fall on this Subject, 
and we cannot have better Advice, what he offers 
will deſerve our particular Notice, He fays,---* The, 
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*— muſt be eſtimated, Fi, With teſpect 


to the Miniſter, and be ſufficient to maintain him 
in a Manner ſuigable to his Education and Profeſſion. \ 


« Secendh, In reſpe to the r and Intereſt 
of Religion, the Maintenance of a Miniſter ought to 


be 25 as will ſufficiently enable him to R, and 


promote it: And, that he may effectually do this 
according to the Duties of his Office, in tlie Station 
where he is called, beſides Abilities of Learning and 
Knowledge, it is alſo neceſſary, that he maintain, 
and hold up, ſucbh a Figure, in the Fay and Manner 
of his Living, as ſhall be agreeable to the Honour 
and Dignity of his Function. This will give him 
Spirits, and Vigour of Mind, without which he can 
never go through the great Work he has to do, with 
any tolerable Succeſ: 8. He is to teach, exhort, ad- 
moniſh, and to rebuke: He is to reform Men's exor- 
bitant Paſſions, and lead them by Doctrines which 
thwart their ſtrongeſt Inclinations, and carry them 
counter to their moſt beloved Affections and Deſires : 
And, to do 2h. — needs a ſtrong Vigour of Mind, a 
firm Reſolution, and ſuch a Courage and Steadineſs 
in the Duty, as muſt not be overborne by the Fear 


or Affection of any one in the Diſcharge of it. But 


how 


[83] 
how can he do this, who is oppreſſed with Poverty, 
| e ah low and miſer- 
able M 


” " _ * 5 o 
41% 7 


<« Thirdly, A Sufficiency fie a Miniſter i is to be 
eſtimated with reſpect to the Poor, who are to be 
| comforted and fupported by him: And by his Hoſpi- 
tality he will give Example to the Laity, as well as 
oblige the poorer Sort to the Practice of their Duty 
by the Influence which the Application of Charity 
to them ſhall obtain; for whoever knows the State 
of Country Patiſhes, and the Conditions and Hu- 
mours of poor People, will confeſs,” that the Senſe 
of Religion can hardly be kept up among them, 
unleſs it be in the Power of a Pariſh Prieſt to oblige 
them by Charity and Hoſpitality.” 


And, I believe, not many ſingle Livings, with 
their whole Revenue,---with all their reſtored Rights, 
will be much more than /#fficient for all theſe neceſ- 
ſary Uſes. Beſides, (as Lord Bacon obſerves) T hoſe 
that diſpenſe S piritual Things ſhould reap 1 
Things, in Proportion plentiful and Jiberal, And a 
Clerg yman, ſays another excellent Perſon, ought to 
have a far greater Proportion than any other Man of 


i oy Condition. He is not bred to multiply Three: 
| Pences : 
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[ 84 ] 
Pences- Tt" becomes. him not to live melancholy, 
and ſordidly; but he muſt be given to Hoſpitality. 


. I do know, myſelf, a Clergyman, (no Dignitary) 
whoſe Books have coſt him a Thouſand Pounds; 
Which, when he dies, may be worth, to his Wife 
and Children, about Two Hundred. It will be a 


ſhameful Reproach to ſuch a flouriſhing, Kingdom, as 


this, to have a poor, beggarly Clergy. For my Part, 
1 think nothing too much, nothing too good, for a 


good Miniſter, a good Clergyman. They ought leaſt 
to want, who beſt know how to abound : Burning 
and ſhining yeh. do well deſerve to be 1 in good 
lein. 


But er the Clergy ſuffer Male; under the 
* unhappy State of the Church, than the Mi- 
niſters of our large, and very populous Towns, the 
Proviſion for them being generally very low and in- 


ſufficient, only the- 


---Reliquias Danaum, atque immitis Ach 1 LEI. 


It Gewia to be pretty much like what the Abr. 


uſed to allow the Perſons who ſerved their Cures for 


them: They were to raiſe their Subſiſtence out of 
ty: Fees they had by the Sacraments and Sacramen- 
tals, 


[85] 
_ tals, and chiefly. by ſinging Maſſes for the POOR 
that died; for the Abbots' amElees had the + Pool 
of it B the RICH. 


It is Matter of much Wonder to the Wold” * 
ſuch Incumbents, who highly deſerve, by their Paro- 
chial Labours in theſe Cures, ſome additional Al 
ſiſtance, ſhould: ſo ſeldom meet with any from 
their Superiors ; eſpecially as many Dignities, Sine- 
Cures, &c. muſt have been ſurely intended for 1 
extraordinary Merit and Service. 


Is it to be credited, that a worthy Wow a Sho. 
lar, &c. (amiable in every Character of Life) ſhould 
be Vicar, Thirty Years or more, of a Market- 
Town, (of about 80“. a Year) with a Chapel of 
Eaſe, and Three Sermons every Sunday all the 
Summer, and Two in the Winter, with conſtant 
Prayers on Holidays, JYedneſdays, and Fridays, and 
all performed with the utmoſt Care and Aſſiduity; 
and yet paſs, and die, unregarded *? How well 

he 

With fruitleſs Toll let Midnight-Scholars pore, 

And dig the Mine, while others gain the ORE ; 

Whilſt Jonxsox from his CRANBROOK ne'er ſhall part, 
And Fippes pining ſighs with broken Heart 

While Gx ABE, in vain, t' unthankful Britain flies, 
And Wal neglected in a Corner lies, 


And poor, and unrewarded, BIxOGHAM dies | 
Te Pariſh Prieſt, a Poem. 
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he was + by bis Priends and 'Neighbours, - 
fofficiently ene his having collected above 
200%. amongſt them, towards building a ſubſtantial 


an and good Vicarage-Houſe. . 


If, then, of of the he bens 3 


and populous Pariſhes, (where Multitudes of Opi- 

tions, that deform and trouble the Church, are 
generally hatched and nurſed up) do by no means 
yield a certain Revenue, any way equal to the daily, 
conſtant. Care, Vigilance, and Prudence, required in 
ſuch Qures; and all Afliftance® from any orber 
wide is — plainly precarious, and ſo little to be 


depraged upon; the obvious Conſequence is, that 
a legal and liberal Maintenance ought to be fixed and 


ſettled upon all ſch important Places ;---at leaſt, 
their Glebes and Tithes ſhould revert, and be con- 
firmed and ſecured to them for ever. | 


It is alſo juſtly obſerved: by many People, FI 
Popery, inſtead of loſing, is daily gaining Ground, 
and taking ſpecial Advantage from theſe huge and 


over-grown. Pariſhes. 


This Caution was given, ſome Years ago, by a 
very learned and eminent Divine, who had greatly 


diſtinguiſhed 


© [%] 
himſelf in a Popiſh Controverſy, and 
3 knew all the ſly Jeſuitical Schemes and 
Artifices made uſe of by the Adver/ſary to gain 
Profelytes. His Sentiments and Advice, therefore, 
in ſo intereſting a Matter, 2 
err aS 


He remarks, that, for Want of a ſuffcient Provi- 
ſion for Pariſh Priefte the People of England, in 
many Places, are as Shgep without a Shepherd, 
wholly obnoxious to the Wolves which haunt the 
Places of Prey ; and imputes the Growth of Popery, 
partly, to the Poverty of the Clergy in ſuch extenfive 
Pariſhes, where the Tithes are Senate from the | 
Church. | 

« I ſhall not,” he fays, © particularly inſiſt gl 
the Cauſe of the Church's great Misfortunes, but 
propoſe the 42, and moſt 4/efſed Remedy, I know 
of, for the Removal of it, whereſoever it be found, 
in greater or leffer Pariſhes ; and that is, Reftoring 
the Tithes to the Parachial Prieſt. The Purchaſe 
of them by the Nation would be eaſy in Times of 
Peace and Plenty ; but by the Purchaſe I mean the 
Purchaſe of Appropriated*, as well as Impropriate 


Tithes, 


* With the Purchaſe-Money of which, Colleges and Collegiate 
Churches, &c. ſhould be obliged to buy Lands. 


N * ; . " . 
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Tithes, as alſo the Purchaſe: of them, where Lands, 
by Papal Exemptions, Modus' 85 Or other Cauſes, Are 
Tithe-free.” The Benefit our Country. would receive 
by this Purchaſe would be an ample | Recompence 
for the Coſt ; for, Firf, It would make an Atone- 
ment for the Sacri/ege of the Nation, which, for 

many Vears, hath been the judicial, as well as the 
natural Cauſe of many and great Evils to it; and, 
by Conſequence, the happy Effects of ſuch a 
Reſtitution would be returned i in numerous Bleſſi ings 
to the State, as well as to the Church. "Ede 


e gecondl „ he Tithes ſo d ind rallied 
would be a worthy Fund of Maintenance. for the 
Children of the People who contribute to the Pur- 
chaſe of them: For the Clergy are the Sons of the 
Laity, their own Fleſh and Blood ; and therefore, 
in purchaſing the Tithes, they purchaſe for their 
own Families, and make good Proviſion thereby 
for their Sons, and Sons and Daughters Sons for 
ever. 


« Could I ſee theſe Things, (and ſome othess; 
he mentions) done ;---Patronage of Eccleſiaſtical 
Livings reformed, and regulated as a pure 7; ruſt, and 
ſecured from Simoniacal Contracts (which is eaſy 
\ I | : to 


[8]. 

to be done) ;---Penitential Canons, with an Office 
for reconciling Penitents, made in Convocation; 
and the Rev. Dr. PID RAux, the Dean of Morwich's 
Propoſal for incorporating the Biſhop and Clergy of 
every Dioceſe, to provide for their own Poor; I 
ſhould then ſay, with Joy,—Lord, now letteft thou 
thy Servant depart in Peace; : fares mine rei have Joew 
thy Salvation. | 


« But, ſince I am too far advanced in Vears to 
hope to ſee ſuch an happy Change, I will pray for 
it as long as 1 live, truſting that God, in Mercy to 
his Church, will, in his good Time, pour out a 

Spirit of Reformation upon the Princes, Prieſts, and | 
People, of this Land, that they may all agree to 
amend and perfect whatſoever i is wanting, or opts, 
in the Church,” 


By ſuch a TUM" GE EP. a ; glorious 
Union and Concurrence, the good Work, I have 
been humbly ſpeaking ſo much of, would ſoon 


become the Object of Publick Attention, and no- 
thing elſe be wanted, but an. happy Peace, and goott 


"Days, to put us into che Foſſeſſion of the e 
Bleſſing. | | 2 
NM | 1 have 
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Thavo given myſelf the Pleaſure to ſap ſometimes, 
to. viem and anticipate. it, in the Progreſs of this 
_ Undertaking; and, though. it appears, in the Courſe 
of, it, ho grieyouſly our excellent Church has been 
abuſed, disfigured, and almoſt ruined and loſt, by 
the Outrage and Depredations it has undergone, yet, 


L truſt, the Way is now, in ſome good Meaſure, 
difincumbered and laid open, which leads to its 
| oh Deanty and woe. 


It will 0W be on. as coming afreſh out of the 
Hands of its Founders, with all its Endowments, 


Tithes, Rights, and Privileges, fully and Ms 
reſtored to it. 


And (methinks). 1 begin to ſee every where the 
happy, - orderly Pariſh which (on Mr. BLACK wWELL's 
Plan) I ſet out in queſt of. The Patron, thoroughly 
convinced of the Importance of his 77ſt, commits 
it to a worthy Paſtor ; and he, o leſs ſenſible of the 
| Founder fit Care, Piety, and Intentions, diſ- 
charges his Duty to his Flock with the met Dili- 
gence and Fidelity.---A new Jeruſalem now preſents 
itſelf to us; and the /ame amiable Order and Regu- 
larity ſpreads and extends itſelf through every Par: 
of it. In the former unhappy Situation many a 


3 | * 
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good Clerk was obliged to keep a broken and imper- 

fect Reſidence, vadens & weniens ; but is now 
punctual and exact in it. He kniows Refidence to be 
one of the princi ipal Conſiderations in the Founder 8 
munificent Deſign, and therefore is as ready to fulfil 
this Part of it, as to reap and enjoy any other... 


It is faid, of Archbiſhop Hoxonius, (or, if it was 
one of his Succeſſors, it makes little or no Difference, 
the Reaſon being the ſame) Quod omnes Provincie 
ſue Regiones in Parecias diftinxit, ut ſingulis Mi- 
niſtris ſingulos Greger guos cururent, Poſſt attri- 


buere. 


* 


And the Mere of A Gale Ave to us will 
bring with it the ſame Diſcipline and beautiful Order. 
We ſhall ſoon ſee a Reſident Miniſter fixed and eſta- 
bliſhed in every Pariſh, and that notorious Abſences 
from Cures, and eager and continual Purſuits after 
Promotions, are utterly vaniſhed from among us. 
Every ſerious Man will now be of PETER Dauixxs's 
Opinion,“ That Plying at Court“, and in Great 

. is . Families, 

* The ancient Canons would not permit even a Biſhop to go to 
Court. If any particular Emergencies required his Application to 
the Emperor, the Deacons, or Sub- Deacons, of the Chhrch, were 
to be employed to go in his Room, that the Biſhop might fall under 


no Cenſure at Court, as neglecting the Buſineſs of the Church. 
BINGHAM'S — B. VI. C. iv. Sect. 7. 
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Families, ſor the, Sake A ut neee 


| than Simory ell. „ ente 


The Apoſtle fay Ys, "= the 1 that. 925 — 
eſpecial ty they 239 labour i iu the Word and M. iniſiry, 


Be counted worthy of double *6 onoter. And this will 


nom be the only Feſt the Standard---and invariable 
Rule: And the laborious and faithful Paſtor deſires 
no other Method of Advancement : : He is well like 
Craucir's Parſon 2 


- Who ſet not his Benifice to ite, - 

And let his Shep acomber in the Mire, 

And renne to London to Saint Poule's, 

To lecken him a Chauntrie foz Soules ; 

_ But keep at home, and kept well his Fold: 

So that the Wolfe, made him not miſcarry ; 
de was a Shepherd, and not,mercenary. 


He knows, that the Biſhop, at his Inſtitution, 
committed the Care of the Souls of his Pariſhioners 


to Bin, and not merely the Care that Divine Offices 
be performed among them; and therefore wazches, 


as one that mut give an Account of them. 


The Uniformity of his Character appears in every 


| Inftance of Duty. If you view his Manſion-Honſe 2 


and 


[+93] | | 

and every Edifice belonging to him, they all preſent 
-theraſelves in very neat and decent Condition: And 
the good Rector's conſtant Senſe of his Obligations 
to his Founder, and tus 0 own Duty, will ever keep 
them ſo. 


His Intereſt in his Church-Wardens is always 
ſufficient to have his Church kept in ſuch an orderly 
and decent Sort, without Duſt, or any thing noiſome 
or unſeemly, as bet becometh the Houſe of God. 


His Chance/, which he finds to have been moſt 
amazingly. neglected, (as many are, even by Appro- 
Priators, as well as [mpropriators, being ſtrangely 
left to the Care of. Tenants only, and little regarded 
by any body,---ſometimes pulled down, or ſuffered 


to fall down) he has a!l paſſible Regard to, 


Archbiſhop WaLTER, (Biſhop Guse tells us) 


having n the Archdeacons diligently to inſpect 
the 


* Zditui curabunt, ut Ædes Sacrz mundè et ſanctè conſerventur, 
ne cuiquam vel pulvere, vel ramentis, vel ſordibus, moveant nauſeam. 
Curabunt etiam, ut Sacra Biblia in. ampliſſimo volumine, et Liber 
Publicarum Precum, et Sacræ Homiliz, ſint in ſingulis Eccleſys: 
Et hes Libros quam maxime integros et mundos eſſe convenit ; Jaceros 
autem, aut ſordidos, nullo modo, ne Populo faſtidium et contemptum 


pariant. Liber Canonum, &c. 1571. 
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the Churches, in 0 to Reparation, adds, -er 
maxi Cancelles ;---which particular Regard (the 
fame Prelate remarks) ſeems to be ' owing to the 
particular Dignity of Offices performed there in 

the Celebration of the Holy Communion : And it 
might be the ſame Conſideration, in Part, that the 
Care of Chancels was at firſt aſſigned to the Refors 
of them, who, out of a Religious Senſe of the great 
- Dignity of that Office, would not fail to beftow 


| ſuitable Care and Improvement upon the Place where 
It is performed. 


This worthy Pariſh· Prieſt 1 that he 
promiſed, at his Ordination, to be diligent to frame 
and faſhion himſelf and Family a to the 
Doctrine of Chriſt, and to make both himſelf and 
them, as much as in him lieth, wholeſome Examples, 
and Patterns to the Flock of Chriſt ; and the whole 
Family is really and truly fo. 


He ruleth well his own Houſe, baving his C3 dren 
in Subjeftion with all Gravity. 


« The Country Parſon,” fays Mr. HERBERT, * is 
all Charity ;—it is his predominant Element.” And 
he often enters into a N Family, as an Angel of 


Peace 


E 

Peace, and comforts, and leaves them happy, in Acts 
of Praiſe and Gratitude, whom. he found over- 
whelmed in Miſery and Diſtreſs, He is ever ex- 
tremely thankful for being put into this Capacity of 
helping and relieving his poor Neighbours : And, as 
the hateful Relique of Popery, which had been ſo 
long retained in this Nation, and utterly diſabled 
the Clergy from theſe Works of Mercy, is now at 
laſt baniſhed, and driven out of it, he is continually 
in his Fatch-Tower, to guard and preſerve his Flock 
from any freſb Approaches of Danger from this, and 
every Kind of Annoyance from any other A 


It is very readily acknowledged, that there are 
many great and conſpicuous Characters in the 
Church at this preſent Time, even under the innu- 
merable Difficulties and Diſcouragements that attend 
it ;---/zch as furniſh me with all I have, or can ſay 
on this Occaſion. 


But, on this grand and important Event, on this 
happy and long-wiſh'd-for Alteration, fo much in 
Favour of the Church, when every Hardſhip is 
removed, every Right reſtored,---and every de- 
firable Circumſtance coincides, and conſpires to 


make every Incumbent happy, it naſt be preſumed, 
that 
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that" the fame Zeal, Conduct, and holy Fervour, in 


Duty, fo viſible in any, will then catch and in- 
flame every Breaſt ; and that the /ame Character and 


Example will thine and be admired in every Pariſh, 


and prove the bleſſed Expedient towards eſtabliſhing 
good Parochial Government throughout the e 
Kingdom. 


The Proſpect of 800 noble Effects and Conſe- 
quences muſt be exceedingly pleaſing to the Fathers 
and Governors of the Church, and engage their be/? 
Intereſt, and frmeft Attachment, to the Cauſe that 


is to produce them. 


Every Dioceſe, on this great Change, and new, 
proſperous State of the Church, will naturally fall 
into eaſy and good Order, and much Trouble to 


Dioceſans be prevented. A Multitude of Interroga- 


tries, ſuch as, Whether Divine Service be done at 
DUE (and CONVENIENT HOURS ? (tho 
ſo NE CESSARY now) will hen be uſeleſs and 


The Smallne/s of ſome Benefices, indeed, even 
with the re/fored Tithes, &c. may ſtill require ſome 
additional Help; but Pariſhes contiguous, &c. may 


cally be made to ſerve 20515 Purpoſe“. 


And 
> See . 8 Clergyman's L Low, P. 165. 
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And ſome particular Caſes will alſo happen 
reſpe® to Refidence. Every Pariſh will not —_— 
neceſſary Accommodations: And good Health, &c. 
(of the wi-me/# Importance in the great and arduous 
Bufineſs of the Miniſtry) may ſometimes be better 
ſecured and preſerved in adjacent Places. | 


Nevertheleſs, the conſcientious Paſtor will be 
always found, even in theſe Circumſtances, ever 
careful of, and concerned for, nothing, nor having 
any thing ſo much at Heart, as the Welfare and 
Happineſs of his Flock. Negle&s under ſuch In- 
dulgences would be looked upon as inexcuſable, and 
ſoon have proper Notice taken of them. 


It was an excellent Method a vigilant Prelate 
(PaTzicx Fornes) made uſe of, to be thoroughly 
acquainted with every thing of this Kind. Biſhop 
BuRNET calls him an APOSTOLICAL Man in 
all Things, and ſays, He uſed to'go round his Dio- 
ceſe without Noiſe, and but with One Servant, that 
ſo he might be informed of ALL Matters relating 


to 1t. 


And it would be a ſingular Honour, and of infi- 
nite Service to Religion, if the Right Reverend the 


Biſhops did ſometimes keep their Reſidence at their 
- 0 Cathedral 
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Cathedral Churches. 5 Great FLRURY remarks, 
That every Biſhop, ſeated on his Throne, is, as 
it were, the viſible Image of God in his Church, 

placed there eminently, as St. Paul expreſſes it, to 
be the Pattern to his own Flock, as Jeſus Chriſt was 
to him; and that thus, with the Prieſts ſeated: on 
each Side about him, and next to them the Deacons, 
the Church reſembles the beautiful Image of Paradiſe 
which St. Jonx gives us in the 4th N of his 
Apocalypſe. 


And the Clergy, thus le; are not only 
ready to attend the Publick Service, but to aſſiſt, as 


an Ecclefiaſtical Senate to the . in the great 
Affairs of his Dioceſe. 


And (ſurely) by ſuch happy, united, and power- 
ful Means, Truth and Juſtice, Brotherly-Kindneſs 
and Charity, Devotion and Piety, Concord and 
Unity, with all other Virtues, would ſoon begin to 
revive and flouriſh among us, become the Stability 


of our Times, and make this Church a Praiſe in 
the Earth. 4 0⁰ 
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F FOR NI 
Made in theYear 1 7205 to the Pariſhioners of Stroud, gear Rocheſter, in Kent, 
For Building a,, WORK-HOUSE there : 


With an Account of the good Succeſs thereof. 


Publiſhed to encourage all large and populous Pariſhes to vurſue d the be 
Deſign, it being very advantageous to the Rich, as well as the Poor. 


Learn to do well; ſeek Judgment; relieve the Oppreſſed judge the Fatherleſs ; 3 
plead for the Widow.----ISALAH 1. 17. 


LONDON, Printed and Sold by J. Downine,/ 1726. 11 


NounzbER II. 5 


Doctor IBBETSON'Ss CASE 


Shewn to be no ſufficient Precedent for aſſeſſing Parſons, Vicars, Se. 
to Poor- Rates for Tithes they don't occupy, . commonly called 
' ComPpos1TIONS. A 
LONDON, Printed for SAMUEL BAKER, Covent-Garden, 1750. 


Nun ER III. 
A LETT ER from a CLERGYMAN, 


Giving his Reaſons for refuſing to adminiſter BAPTISM in 
PRIVATE by the PUBLICK FORM, as deſired by a 
Gentleman of his Pariſh. 

Deteſtanda eſt non minus LAICORUM Superbia, quam PASTORUM 


eis obſequentium ADULATIO, qui contemptã Eccleſia Proles ſuas volunt 
in DOMIBUS SUIS baptizari, et es BAPTISMI AQUAM deferri. 


LONDON, Printed for R. Gzireiras, in Pater-Noſter Row, 1754. 
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55 p bon al 3 the Lord on bis Ho- Day, noi doing thine oton Ways, nor” 
Fiuding thine own Pleaſure, nor ſpeaking thine oum Wards. 
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